Prayer from Krisha

Heavenly Father, I come to you with a heavy heart, seeking Your comfort and
peace as I mourn the passing of my beloved grandmother. I thank you for the
gift of her life and for the love and wisdom she shared with me. Lord, I am
reminded of Your promise in Psalm 34:18, which says, “The LORD is close to
the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” I pray that You *

draw near to me during this time of grief. Wrap Your loving arms around me
and help me to feel Your presence amidst my sorrow. As I remember t
memories we shared, may I find solace in the joyous moments an:
that will always remain in the heart. I ask for strength to car
to navigate this profound loss. Help me to honor her memor
my life. Thank You, Lord, for the hope we have in You and
eternal life. I find comfort in knowing that she is |
May I keep her spirit alive by sharing the love an

others. A

In Jesus’ name, I pri Ame
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OBITUARY

Death is a glorious event to one who is going home to be with the Lord.
Being a woman of God points the way we must go.

Hazel Marie Sheppard passed at home in the early morning of February 12,
2026. She is now sleeping in the hands of the Lord.

Born in Rutland, Ohio, Hazel moved to Columbus as a young woman. A
former student of Franklin University, she began a distinguishing career with
the Federal Government (DCSC). There she later retired following a 25-year

career. As a faithful member of Maynard Avenue Baptist Church for many
years, Hazel served as a choir member and a member of the deaconess board.

A devoted mother, grandmother, and matriarch to two more generations
beyond; her heart was always on the road. Her most memorable trips took her
to the Grand Canyon, the historic streets of Jerusalem, and tropical Hawaii.

Predeceased by parents: Harry Burney and Viola May Brown; son: George E.
Sheppard and grandson: Dalyn Sheppard.

She leaves a Loving Family: Deborah Sheppard,
Harry (Charlotte) Sheppard, LaTonya Robinson, Ruth Sheppard and a host
of Grandchildren, Great-Grandchildren, Family and Friends.

Poem from Kathrine Peppers
Grandma,

Born in 1931, when the world was still learning how to see us whole, you came
into it small and mighty, a Black girl with Sunday shoes and a future bigger
than times allowed. You grew up in the long shadow of Jim Crow laws where

“separate” tried to mean “less than,” but you made it mean “we survive”. You
were a young woman when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat, and when
Martin Luther King Jr. Told the world about a dream you had already been
dreaming in your prayers. You hummed Lift Every Voice and Sing like it was
stitched into your spirit, every note a reminder that we were never meant to

bow. Now you’re in heaven, Grandma, where no signs divide, no doors closed,
no voices silenced. I imagine you walking streets of gold with the same steady

grace that carried you through decades of change and challenge, from 1931 to
a world you helped reshape us by living it.

Black History Month feels different now. It feels personal. It feels like you,
Because history isn’t just in books, it’s in your hands that braided hair, in your
voice that said, “Keep going”. In your faith, that outlived fear.
Grandma, your life was a testimony.

Your years were resistant. Your love wasilegacy.
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