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By Kathy Rudolph

In the heart of a mother, lies a love so true
Bound by a bond that forever grew
From the day of my birth, she had a guiding hand
A comforter, protector, no matter where I'd land
Wild and broken, I stumbled along

But my mother stood firm, patient, and strong \
Her love a beacon in the darkest night ;
Guiding me through each trial and plight -y o S UNRISE
Gentle yet firm, her discipline clear ; =
A foundation of love that conquered my fears B OCTOBER 4TH. 1941

In her presence, I found my peace
And a love that will never cease
Tears of disappointment she'd wipe away
With words of wisdom, she’d light my way
We'd laugh and talk for hours on end
Mother and son, forever friends
As I grew, her love never waned
No secrets between us, nothing restrained
Advice met with love and understanding
A bond unbreakable, tried, and true
Her love and life live on in me
Alegacy of love, for all to see
Her smile, her laugh forever bright
Guiding me toward that heavenly light
She taught me to see all the roads ahead
And to choose those roads less traveled instead
In her love, I find my strength renewed
Mom, there’s no earthly bond closer than me and you
I love you, Mama Ruth; Forever and always.
Your Loving Son;
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The family wishes to acknowledge with deep
appreciation the many expressions of love,

concern, prayers, and kindness shown to them 6}% vial 6 G,

during this hour of bereavement.

May God Bless and Keep You! i hurch of Kennedy Heights
~ Erik Jones / The Robertson Family oad, Cincinnati, Ohio 45213
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Ruth “Ruthann” Jones entered Stowe School in the fall of 1946. It was there that I first met her.
Our kindergarten teacher, Miss Ross, became concerned during Ruth’s first week of school
because she would not speak. When Miss Ross shared her concerns with Ruth’s father, he
simply replied, “Oh, don’t worry, she’s going to talk” And talk she did.

Once Ruth found her voice, she became known for her outgoing nature. Ruth and I quickly
formed a close friendship that lasted a lifetime. Years later, our seventh-grade Health teacher,
Miss Johnson, still remembered us as the two little girls who chatted constantly in her mother

Miss Jackson’s third-grade classroom.

After attending Stowe School together, Ruth and I continued our educational journey at Porter
Junior High School and later Taft Senior High School, graduating together in 1959. Our paths
remained intertwined as we both attended Central State University.

During our childhood summers, Ruth and I spent countless hours reading books at what we
believed was the Stowe School Library, which was actually the Cincinnati Public Library.
Together we read every age-appropriate book on the main floor and eventually earned
permission from the librarian to explore the upper floors as well. After long days of reading, we
often lingered on the walk home, extending our time together with conversation before finally
parting for the evening.

As we grew older, we continued taking summer classes together. When we enrolled at Central
State University, we intentionally chose not to be roommates so we could meet new people and
broaden our experiences. While we made many new friends throughout our college years, our
bond remained strong,

Our friendship endured through every season of life, remaining steadfast until Ruth’s final
days-a testament to the loyalty, warmth, and genuine love that defined Ruthann Jones
throughout her life.

After graduating from Central State University in 1963, Ruthann met, dated, and married Lester
Jones in 1965. Together they built a loving home, and in 1970 they became the proud parents of
their only child, a son, Erik.

Ruth began her career as a substitute teacher for Cincinnati Public Schools and later worked
for Hamilton County Human Services, where she faithfully served for more than 30 years
before retiring in June 1996.

During her career, Ruth faced one of the greatest challenges of her life. Following unsuccessful
retinal surgeries, she lost 100% of the vision in her right eye and 50% of the vision in her left
eye. Doctors told her she would never be able to read again because the damaged portion of
her vision could not be restored. Refusing to give up, Ruth turned to her faith. For six months

she prayed continuously while recovering, and through God’s grace and her unwavering
determination, she experienced what she considered a miracle. Not only was she able to return
to work, but each morning she faithfully sat at her desk reading her Bible, Daily Bread
devotional, and the Cincinnati Enquirer.

In May 1982, Ruth joined First Baptist Church of Kennedy Heights under the leadership of
Pastor Earl S. Wagner. She became actively involved in the Sunday School Department, serving
as a Sunday School teacher and dedicating many summers to teaching Vacation Bible School.
Her love for God’s Word continued throughout her life. Following her retirement, she joined
Bible Study Fellowship (BSF), where she attended weekly classes every Wednesday. Reading,
studying, and discussing Scripture with her friends brought her immense joy and spiritual
fulfillment.

One of Ruth’s favorite activities was participating in Tai Chi classes under the instruction of
Sensei Jeff Moran. She remained a devoted member of his class for nearly 30 years, forming
lasting friendships while enjoying the physical and mental benefits of the practice.

Ruth was a loving and devoted mother, a faithful servant of God, and a kind-hearted, beautiful
soul whose faith, perseverance, and compassion touched countless lives. She leaves behind a
legacy of strength, devotion, and grace that will continue to inspire all who knew her. Ruthann
Jones left an enduring imprint on many hearts and will be deeply and lovingly missed.
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Musical Prelude .............. ... .. .. ... ...
Scripture / Prayer ....... Bishop Christopher Lee

Selection ...... "My Soul's Been .. Leonard Hunt
Anchored In
The Lord

Reflections of Ruth:

Shirley Salway (BSF Instructor)
Sensei Jeff Moran (Tai Chi Instructor)
Kathy Rudolph (Friend)
Bishop Chistopher Lee (Sunday School Teacher)
Essie Brantley (Friend)
Betty Knight (Cousin)
Nate Robertson (Brother)
Erik Jones (Son)

Video Tribute ........... ... ... .. L.
Selection ...... "Uncloudy Day" ... . Sherri Willis
Eulogy ................... Pastor Robert Harper

Closing Prayer /
Recessional ............ Clergy, Family & Friends
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