
In Loving Memory of 

Mabel Hoerauf Jesperson 
March 1, 1927 ~ December 19, 2024 

 

Celebration of Life Service 

Saturday, January 4, 2025 ▪ 2:00 PM 

First Presbyterian Church ▪ 214 E. Thayer Ave 

Bismarck, North Dakota 

  

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Special Music                       “Beautiful Savior” 

Scripture Sentences of Hope                                               Galatians 3:26, 27   

Romans 8:28-35, 36-39 

Prayer  

Remembering Mom                                                                 Dale Hoerauf 

Congregational Hymn    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                             #276 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture 

Homily 

Prayer 

Special Music     “Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone”  

Psalm 23rd  Unison                                             Back Page of Service Folder 

Commendation 

Blessing and Benediction 

Postlude 

 

Officiant Rev. Dr. Leanne Simmons 

Musicians Debi Rogers, Arvy Smith and Westminster Chimes 

 

Interment will take place at St. John’s Cemetery in Hebron, ND  

on May 24, 2025, followed by a Celebration of Life at 2:00 PM,  

at the First Presbyterian Church of Bismarck. 

Mabel Hoerauf Jesperson, 97, Bismarck, passed away on Thursday, 
December 19, 2024, at CHI St. Alexius Hospital, Bismarck. 

She was born on March 1, 1927, in Glen Ullin, ND, the daughter of Charley 
and Katherine (Miller) Bertsch. Mabel graduated from Glen Ullin High 
School and embarked on a life of love and service. On November 25, 1947, 
she married Wilbert Hoerauf, and together they embraced a life filled with joy 
and challenges. Their journey took them to Mandan, Almont, and Glen Ullin 
before they settled on a farm near Hebron in 1960. They welcomed three 
children: Dale, Rob, and Kathy. 

Throughout her life, Mabel exhibited a remarkable spirit and tenacity. She 
worked at the Peoples Department Store during her time in Mandan and 
volunteered extensively at Marion Manor in Glen Ullin. It was her 
unwavering faith that stood as her guiding light, particularly after the 
devastating, unexpected loss of her husband Wilbert in 1974. A few months 
later, she and the kids moved to Hebron. 

In the summer of 1980, she married William Jesperson, and together they 
shared many memorable years. In 1986, they moved to Bismarck and William 
was diagnosed with cancer, passing away in 1993.  

Her passion for community service never did wane spending lots of time 
volunteering at the Senior Center, until age 94. Mabel was an active and 
integral member of the Hay Creek Senior Living community, where she 
inspired those around her with her engaging spirit and kindness. She was an 
avid bowler, proudly celebrating her last game on her 90th birthday, and 
enjoyed countless hours playing board games, where her competitive nature 
shone brightly. She played for fun, but played to win, whether it was against 
friends, family and even grandkids, there was no letting you win, you had to 
win fair and square. When Mabel won, she would clap and shout out “I Won” 
followed by her laugh. Sorry, Uno and Yatzee were a few of her favorites. 

Mabel’s love for flowers brightened her surroundings, reflecting her vibrant 
personality. However, the cornerstone of her life was her deep faith in Jesus 
Christ. Each morning, she could be found in her beloved “Prayer Chair,” 
communicating with the Lord and lifting up the people she loved in prayer.  

Those most honored to share in her life: children, Dale (Lael) Hoerauf, 
Bismarck, Rob (Joan) Hoerauf, Minnetonka, MN and Kathy (Kent) Spriggs, 
Fargo; grandchildren, Angie Hoerauf, Alan Spriggs, Katie (Nathan) Wagner, 
Rachael (Jack) Allen, McKenzie Hoerauf and Brent Hoerauf; two great-
grandchildren, Sylvie and Maeve Wagner and one due in April; sisters-in-
law, Irene Roth and Jeanette Kessler and many nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her siblings, Bennie (age 9), infant baby Roy, 
Ray (Leona) Bertsch and Alice (Bud) Filibeck. 



 

Psalm Twenty Three 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me 

in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; 

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies; thou anointest my head 

with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever. 
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