When Bill and Carol started their business in 1982,
an employee gave them this plaque. The plaque
has hung in the main office ever since. Bill always
ran his business and lived by these words.

PORTER FUNERAL HOME

Genesis 9:12-13

uqnc[ goc[ saic[, "CN/u's (s t/le sign

of the covenant J am ma/(ing
between me and you and eveny [iving
creature with you, a covenant
fo’z all generations to come:
I have set my wainbow in the clouds,
and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and the earth!”



William “Bill” Bouwman, born September 29, 1942, in
Rock Rapids, lowa, to William and Renetta (De Jong)
Bouwman, grew up on the family farm near Hills,
Minnesota. There, alongside his siblings, he learned the
value of hard work. In his sophomore year, the family
relocated to Castlewood, South Dakota, where Bill
graduated high school. He briefly attended Nettleton
School of Business in Sioux Falls, South Dakota before
embarking on his career.

On February 21, 1964, Bill and the love of his life
Carol Brands of Inwood, Iowa, began a marriage that
spanned over 61 years. After two years near Castlewood, South Dakota, they
settled in Rock Valley, Iowa, where, in 1976, they built their dream home east of
town. Early in his career, Bill worked at Roorda Machine Shop and AMPI, but
his entrepreneurial spirit led him to found Valley Dairy Farm Automation in
1982. He ran the business with dedication until his retirement in 2013.

Bill’s greatest joy was his family, and he cherished every moment spent with
them. His passion for woodworking was a gift he shared generously. A table and
chair set, built in the 1960s, became a family treasure, used by generations for
meals and playtime. In retirement, Bill poured even more love into his craft,
creating gifts for his family members.

At the heart of Bill’s life was his unwavering faith. He served First Reformed
Church with devotion, teaching Sunday School, leading catechism classes, and
serving as both deacon and elder. He was one of the founding board members of
the Rock Valley chapter of Love, INC. For over 20 years, he also served on the
board of the Gospel Mission in Sioux City, reflecting his commitment to serving
others.

On August 17, 2025, Bill entered his heavenly home at Whispering Heights in
Rock Valley, at the age of 82. He leaves behind his wife, Carol and their
children: Kevin (Melinda) Bouwman, Karla (Brad) Langstraat, Tammy (Matt)
Westergaard, and Lisa (Tom) Allison; grandchildren Andy, Chris, Joseph, and
Carrie (Cody Schmitt) Bouwman, Tricia (Cody) Groeneveld, Kirk and Danika
Langstraat, Isaac (Emily), Lily, and Leah Westergaard; great-grandchildren
James, Eli, and Eleanor Groeneveld; sister Edith (Alvin) Hoogendoorn, brothers
James (Esther) Bouwman and John (Paula Swenson) Bouwman, and sister-in-law
Joan Bouwman. He was preceded in death by his infant daughter, Lisa Elaine;
grandson, Josiah William Westergaard; parents, William and Renetta Bouwman;
and siblings Edward (Sarah) Bouwman, Annetta (Vernon) Wiese, Ann (Fred)
Tilstra, Martina (Gerrit) Vanden Brink, Angie (Ron) Faber, and Walt Bouwman.

Bill’s life was defined by his deep faith, tireless work ethic, and boundless love
for his family and community. His legacy of service, craftsmanship, and devotion
will live on, inspiring all who were blessed to know him.

In Loving Memory

William Raymond Bouwman
September 29, 1942 ~ August 17, 2025

FUNERAL SERVICE
10:30 AM, Thursday, August 28, 2025
First Reformed Church
Rock Valley, lowa

OFFICIANT
Pastor Brad Langstraat

PIANIST
Lois Klarenbeek

SCRIPTURE READING
Philippians 3:12-14
Leah Westergaard

SPECIAL MUSIC
“Thy Will”
Lily & Emily Westergaard

PROCESSIONAL
“My Jesus, I Love Thee”

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS
“He Leadeth Me”

“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”
“It Is Well With My Soul”

RECESSIONAL
“Do Lord”

PALLBEARERS
Chris Bouwman ~ Kirk Langstraat
Danika Langstraat ~ Joseph Bouwman
Carrie Bouwman ~ Isaac Westergaard

HONORARY PALLBEARERS
Tricia Groeneveld ~ Cody Groeneveld
Cody Schmitt ~ Andy Bouwman

INTERMENT
Valley View Cemetery
Rock Valley, lowa

Bill’s family invites everyone for a time of food
and fellowship in the church fellowship hall
Jfollowing the committal service at the cemetery.



