Memorial Service
Stockham Family Funeral Home
McPherson, Kansas
Saturday, February 8, 2025, at 10:00 AM

Officiating Minister n LOVing MemOI‘y
Gerald "Jerry'" Holman

November 14, 1930 - January 29, 2025

Rev. Kathrym Whitacre

Music
Prelude Video Tribute:

"How Great Thou Art", trumpet
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus", trumpet
"Amazing Grace", bagpipes
"Just As I Am", trumpet

Service:
Recording:
"The Lord's Prayer" by Wayne Naus
Congregational Hymn:
"It Is Well With My Soul" (insert)
Ellen Gilbert, pianist

Final Resting Place

McPherson Cemetery
FOR EVERYTHING THERE IS A WM . )
AND A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN: Memorial Donations
A TIME TO BE BORN, : :
ey tvcei Memorial do.najuons can be made to McPherson
TN College Tennis in care of Stockham Family Funeral
ATIME TO KILL, ' Home, 205 North Chestnut, McPherson, KS 67460.
AND A TIME TO HEAL; A TIME TO BREAK DOWN,
AND A TIME TO BUILD UP,
a e to Appreciation & Luncheon
AND A TIME TO LAUGH; Jerry's family wishes to express their sincere
A TIME TO MOURN, AND A TIME TO DANCE; . . .
ATIME TO CAST AWAY STONEES, appreciation for all your prayers and kindnesses,
AND A TIME TO GATHER STONES TOGETHER; evidenced in thought and deed, and for your presence

A TIME TO . .
e é /IZ&L@C& at this service.

el R LoV Following the graveside service, the family invites all
A TIME TO SEEK, AND A TIME TO LOSE;

ATIME TO KEEP, AND A TIME TO CAST AWAY: to the McPherson Church of the Brethren for food
ATIME TO REND, AND A TIME TO SEW: .
ATIME TO KEEP SILENCE, AND A TIME TO SPEAK: and fellowship.

A TIME TO LOVE, AND A TIME TO HATE;
A TIME FOR WAR, AND A TIME FOR eace

- ECCLESIATES 3:1-8 Stockham Family Funeral Home




Gerald J. Holman was born in Lincoln, Nebraska
on November 14, 1930, to Clifford and Elsa Holman.
Around age 10, the family moved to Pomona,
California for opportunity. He attended Pomona
High School, excelling with trumpet performance
and picking up the game of tennis. During his senior
year of high school, he was the drum major for his
high school band in the Rose Parade.

During his high school years, he developed what
would become two lifetime friendships. He
described Southern California — the Orange Groves,
the cars and beaches as idyllic.
~ Upon high school graduation, he attended Mt.

~ San Antonio Junior College, then La Verne College,
~ playing tennis (and the trumpet) for both schools.

During this time, he met and ultimately married
Eloise Ford, just before he entered the service
during the Korean War. He and mom travelled to
Houston, Texas and lived on base and in a travel
trailer during his time in the service, where he
served as editor of the base newspaper.

Once his service was complete, he and Eloise

moved back to California, where Eloise worked to

put Jerry through his last two years of college.

- Following graduation with honors from La Verne
o Cbllege, he went to work for Household Finance
- Company for 13 years, rising to District Manager

in charge of the bulk of the offices in the Los
Angeles Division.

In early 1968, Jerry received a phone call from
Jack Melhorn, his college sociology professor, who
had become the president of McPherson College.
Ultimately, Jerry became the Director of
Development and later tennis coach for the
Bulldogs, positions he held until his early 60s.

Kansas afforded the family for more time
together, developing interests in horses with
Sheree, continued tennis with Craig, boating and
vacations. All were big changes when compared to
life in Southern California.

While in McPherson, Jerry and Eloise began
acquiring rental properties, adding to the portfolio
when Jerry’s brother, Dwain, moved to McPherson
to work in that business. At one point, he, Eloise,
and Dwain managed more than 60 rental units in
town.

Upon “retirement”, Jerry and Eloise liquidated
their real estate holdings, selling many, and giving
others to McPherson College in the form of lifetime
annuities.
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During his life, he loved automobiles, homes,
vacation places, boats, and RVs, trading often, and
always for a better “deal”. Later in life, he
estimated he’d owned 61 different automobiles,
accurately listing the years and models of each.

He and Eloise enjoyed automobile travel, visiting
each of the “lower 48”, Canada and Mexico, boating
in many rivers, lakes, even navigating the Eastern
Seaboard’s inland waterways from Florida to New
England. RV destinations included Arkansas,
Oklahoma and Texas, enjoying winters down south,
and huge churches for snowbirds, making many
friends along the way.

One of Jerry’s greatest sources of pride became
all the young men he coached at McPherson College.
He was proud of the people each of them had
become, which was far more important to him than
the quality of athlete each one was. He followed
each of their careers, families and accomplishments,
largely taking credit as each did well.

Jerry is survived by Eloise, his wife of 72 years;
daughter, Sheree Collins and her husband, Charles,
and daughter, Sara (Tyler); son, Craig Holman and
his wife, Karen, and children, Alyson and Michael
(Bernitez).

He was preceded in death by parents, Clifford &
Elsa Holman; sister, Judy; and brother, Dwain.




