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Watson’s Funeral Home 

10913 Superior Ave.
Cleveland Ohio,44106

We are sincerely grateful for the overwhelming love,  
prayers, and support shown through your presence,  

kind words, messages, and thoughtful gestures. Every  
expression of sympathy—whether spoken, written, 

or silently felt—has  
brought us comfort and strength beyond measure.

In a time of great loss, your compassion has been a source
 of light and reassurance. It has reminded us that we are

 surrounded by a community of care, kindness, and unity that 
we will forever hold close to our hearts.

May you all be blessed for the comfort you have
given us and the love you have shared.

The family of Ruth Gage extends their deepest appreciation 
and heartfelt thanks to everyone who stood beside us 

during this time of sorrow.
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Ruth Diane Gage, affectionately known as "Diane" by all who loved and knew her, was born on
November 26, 1946, at St. Joseph's Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee, to the late Mozelle and

Willie Gage. She peacefully departed this life on June 25, 2026, leaving behind a legacy of
unwavering faith, love, and devotion to family and church.

Diane was the youngest of four daughters born to Mozelle and Willie. In 1951, she relocated
with her family to Cleveland, Ohio, where she established lifelong roots and became a beloved

member of her community.
At the tender age of eight, Diane accepted Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior and was

baptized at the Historic Greater Friendship Baptist Church by the late Rev. C. W. Alexander.
She remained a faithful and dedicated member of Greater Friendship for an extraordinary 74

years. Throughout her many years of membership, Diane faithfully served in various ministries
and remained committed to the mission and fellowship of her church family.

Blessed with the voice of an angel, Diane was a loyal and devoted member of the Greater
Friendship Voices of Praise Mass Choir. Her love for music extended throughout Greater Cleveland,

where she  for 42 years. shared her gift through her participation with several community choirs,
including the Inspirational Voices of Peace and the Ralph Skipper Choir, among others.

Diane was also a vibrant participant at Eliza Bryant Adult Day Center for more than ten years,
where she truly became the life of the center. Her joyful spirit, infectious smile, and genuine love

for others brightened the lives of all who had the privilege of knowing her.
Diane received her education through the Cleveland Public School System and was employed for a

period of time with Vocational Guidance Services. However, her greatest work was demonstrated
through the love, care, and compassion she freely gave to her family, friends, and community.

Diane cherished her family and treasured every opportunity to spend time with those 
she loved, especially her only son. Her life was a testament to faith, perseverance, 

grace, and unconditional love.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Mozelle and Willie Gage; her half-sister, Edna Gage
Wilson; her brother-in-law, John Evans, Sr.; and her great-niece, Aisha Evans.

She leaves to cherish her precious memory: her devoted son, Darnell Lee Gage (Sunday daughter
in-law.); two grandchildren, Dayija Harshaw and Darnae Phillips; three great-grandchildren; two
sisters, Clarice Rucker (Reginald, Sr.) and Jerilene Evans; three nieces, Denise Burton (Ed) and

Jeanette Rucker of Chicago, Illinois and Jasmine Rucker; two nephews, John Evans, Jr. and
Reginald Rucker, Jr.; great-nieces, Jayla Burton, Simaya Burton, Jaiyah Evans, Azylah Cartwright
and Lauren Rucker; great-nephews, Joshua Burton, Reginald Rucker III, and Bryce Rucker; ,Daryl

Brown(father of her son)and  a host of extended family members, church family, and dear friends
who will forever hold her memory in their hearts.

Though Diane's physical presence is no longer with us, her legacy of faith, love, and service will
continue to inspire all who were blessed to know her.

"Well done, good and faithful servant."
Matthew 25:23



God blessed my life the day I was born, By giving me a
mother whose love carried me on. As your only son, I

stood by your side, Forever grateful, forever with
pride. You taught me to trust when I couldn’t see, To

lean on the Lord who would strengthen me. Your
faith was your anchor, your love was your light, You

pointed me toward what was holy and right. Today
my heart aches, and my tears freely fall, But God’s

faithful promise is greater than all. Because Christ
lives, I know this is not the end; In Heaven, we’ll

embrace once again. Until that day, I’ll honor your
name, Live by the values you helped me obtain. Thank

you, Mom, for all that you’ve done— I’ll always be
proud to be your only son.

From her Only SonFrom her Only Son








