IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Fred
Berger

1957 - 2025

FOR A MOMENT '
ALL THE WORLD WAS RIGHT

BUT HOW COULD I HAVE KNOWN

THAT YOU'D EVER SAY GOODBYE

AND NOW I'M GLAD I DIDN'T KNOW
THE WAY IT ALL WOULD END

THE WAY IT ALL WOULD GO

OUR LIVES ARE BETTER LEFT TO CHANCE
I COULD HAVE MISSED THE PAIN

BUT I'D HAVE HAD TO MISS THE DANCE

Scan to watch Fred’s
Celebration of Life video.
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Fred Berger, 67, of Mandan, ND passed away unexpectedly on January 30, 2025.

Fred Berger was born on June 24, 1957 to Joe & Darlene Berger in Mandan, ND where
he lived his entire life. Fred spent his childhood working for his father’s cattle and
bucking bull business. It was his early years as a cowboy that instilled in him an
impenetrable work ethic. But to work that hard involves a little play. He spent his
weekends with his family on the rodeo trail. Fred rode bulls, barebacks, steer wrestled,
and the rest. It was ranching and rodeo that gave Fred countless lifelong friends and
memories to match. Then as rodeo slowed down, he followed in his father’s footsteps
and became a cattle buyer.

A cattle buyer's life is anything but glamorous. During the busy winter run, he would hit
5-6 sales in a week across multiple states, buying cattle for customers across the
Midwest and sleeping seldomly. For Fred, 200+ phone calls in a day was a slow day.
Yet, he never complained. He was incredibly proud of where he was from, Mandan,
North Dakota and to be a Berger. He was most proud of the family he built, as he
fiercely loved his wife, children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, his mother, father,
nieces and nephews, and friends and his hired men and women as if they were family.
Fred’s heart was his best quality by a country mile. He wouldn’t just give you the shirt
off his back. He would shelter and feed you, while helping you find your purpose. Then,
he might even try to hire you. When you were one on one with Fred, he made you feel
like the most special person in the world. He gave you everything and expected nothing
in return. He was a man of immense faith and attempted to walk in Jesus’ footsteps
every single day. He was an honest man. A man with integrity. He left this earth with
shoes that ten men couldn’t fill.

He is survived by the love of his life, his wife, Arlene, his children, Nicole and Zach
Hoverson, Kimmy and Luke Shafer, Kiley and Mick Miller, Allison and Sam Joyce,
Jacob Berger, Joe and Liv Berger, Nathan and Maddie Berger, his grandchildren,
Kiyana, Kyler, Jeorgia, Ellie, Camree, Reisi, Van, Quinn, Piper, Sloane, Crew, and
Jack, his mother, Darlene Berger, and his siblings, Joleen Berger, Kim and Mark Kuhn,
Chad and Sarah Berger, and Nevada Berger, and Fred’s former spouse Nancy Werner,
and daughter Nevada Cheyenne; mother-in-law, Bernadine Mills; sisters and brothers-in
-law, Kim Schauer, Bobbi (Dave) Kuether, Billy (Heather) Mills, Sean (Michelle)
Mills, and Jack (Julie) Mills. He was preceded in death by his hero and father Joe M.
Berger; and his fathers-in-law, Jack Mills and Arlen Dahl.

The year before his untimely passing, he received a great honor from the Bull Riding
Hall of Fame in Fort Worth, TX. He was joined by his brother Chad and brother-in-law
Skinner, as they got to witness their hero Fred be presented with The Legacy Award.

For a man who cast a big wake, he moved in silence. The Lakota Sioux tribe
ceremoniously adopted Fred, his father and brothers into their tribe in 2007. The
honorary Sioux name given to him was Man Who Walks Alone. He spent his last full
day on earth doing what he loved. Fred sorted cattle and went to Kist Livestock for the
Wednesday sale. His wife made his favorite meal and they enjoyed a quiet evening at
home. For someone given the name Man Who Walks Alone, he is now in a place where
he is everything but alone.

There are many things that will forever remain in our memories. The smell of his
cologne in the morning leading to the scent of a hard day's work sorting cattle. The
determination to make it to any of his kids or grandchildren’s events. The joy in his face
when he could sit in his chair listening to his family talk. The immense pride he took in
his kids and grandkids.

How he always treated his wife with the utmost respect and love. Asking him where he
was going on a random day and getting the answer, “Texas.” The beauty in his smile,
the truth in his heart, the care that he gave. We might have lost the greatest man we
have ever known down on earth, but Heaven gained one of the most beautiful souls.

Parish Rosary/Vigil Wednesday, February 5, 2025; 7:00 PM
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, ND
Presider Deacon Randy Frohlich
Funeral Liturgy Thursday, February 6, 2025; 10:00 AM

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, ND

Celebrant Fr. Josh Waltz
Concelebrant Fr. Josh Ehli
Musicians Regina McLain & Gail Snustad
Prelude “The Old Rugged Cross”
Opening Song “On Eagles Wings” #671
Liturgy of the Word
Old Testament Reading Wisdom 4:7-15
Lector Joe Berger
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 27

“The Lord is my light and my salvation.”

New Testament Reading Philippians 4:4-9

Lector Kiyana Miller
Gospel Reading John 5:24-29
Homily

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of Gifts Song
Presentation of Gifts
Eucharistic Prayer
Communion Songs

“Be Not Afraid” #673

“I Am the Bread of Life”

“The Supper of the Lord” #774

“I Am the Resurrection and the Life” (chant)
“Hail Mary, Gentle Woman” #481

“In Paradisum/May Angels Guide You”
“Amazing Grace” #680

Communion Meditation
Final Commendation
Closing Song

Graveside Service Saint Martins Cemetery

Huff, ND

The family invites you for lunch and fellowship at the Mandan Eagles
Club following the funeral service, 1400 Collins Avenue, Mandan, ND.
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FRED J. BERGER

MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL
CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

PALLBEARERS

Duane Smith ~ Stu Ternes ~ Roger Miller ~ Clayton Hagel
Daryll Hermanson ~ Vaughn Chesrown ~ Kyler Miller ~ Van Shafer

HONORARY PALLBEARERS
Mark Kuhn ~ Clark Price ~ Kenny Martin ~ Steve Eckroth
Ryan VanZee ~ Terry Balliet ~ Dale Pahlke ~ Dwight Warkenthien
Dave Syverson ~ Tyler Syverson ~ Tunis Jansma ~ Choutae Gerhardt
Arnie Kuhn ~ Larry Schnell ~ Jake Price ~ John X. Smith
Talab Alduleimi ~ Don Miller ~ Keenan Kvamme ~ Scott Knobbe
Scott Thompson ~ Cody Cornwell ~ Greg Schaaf ~ Jody Luger

GIFTBEARERS

Kiyana Miller ~ Kyler Miller ~ Camree Miller ~ Jeorgia Hoverson

Ellie Hoverson ~ Reisi Shafer ~ Van Shafer ~ Quinn Shafer

THE BULL RIDER'S PRAYER

AS I LIVE THE COWBOY WAY,
PROTECTION IS WHAT [ PRAY,
[ DON'T KNOW MY FATE,
OUTSIDE OF THE GATE.

[F MY RIDE SEES TROUBLE,
SEND ANGELS ON THE DOUBLE,
FOR IN YOU THE LORD I REST,
LET MY LIFE PASS YOUR TEST.
BY PURE GRACE | AM SAVED,
LORD, RIDE WITH ME,
FOR YOUR WAY IS PAVED.
THAT'S THE COWBOY WAY,
AND WHAT BULL RIDERS PRAY.



