
Verna Jean (Stoecker) Ehnes was born July 1, 1934 to Ed-

ward and Hanna Stoecker.  She grew up on their family farm and went 
to school in Mahto, SD.  Verna worked at various jobs in McLaughlin, 
SD including working as a nurse’s aid at the hospital.  Then on July 3, 
1954, she married the love of her life, John Ehnes.  They lived in 
McLaughlin a short time and lived out on the farm for a while, then 
lived at other places in South Dakota while John worked for a road con-
struction company.   John and Verna Jean also made their home in Kill-
deer, ND while he worked for an electric company.  Then they moved 
back to McLaughlin and got into the farming business.  In all this time 
they raised three children: Marlo, Mark and Marty.  Verna and John to-
gether created a fun, caring home filled with love for their family, along 
with well-disciplined and good values.  Verna was a parishioner of both 
St. Bernard in McLaughlin and St. Joseph in Mobridge.  She was John’s 
hired man while their kids were in school.  Amongst other things, she 
drove tractor and a grain truck.  One time she drove a truck back from 
the Mahto grain elevator and it overheated and caught fire.  Verna was 
not hurt and the truck was saved.  She filled the drills with grain while 
John was sitting in the tractor with one leg in a cast.  Verna loved to 
cook “oh so good” meals during holidays.  God blessed her children 
with the greatest mother and teacher that they could’ve ever had.  She 
has helped so many people in so many ways, and it all came from her 
loving heart.  John and Verna Jean farmed together until retirement in 
the late 1980’s.  They lived in McLaughlin until 2004 when they moved 
to Mobridge, SD.  Verna lost John later that year.  Then on May 1, 2013 
she moved into the WCCC nursing home in Selby, SD.  “This is my 
home”, Verna said to me.  She had gotten the best care in the world 
there.  The staff and nurses are amazing.  Thank you WCCC for taking 
care of our sweet, loving mother.  God picked this place for Verna, after 
her youngest son went to Church and got down on his knees asking God 
to pick a nice sounding place for his mother to live, the best mother in 
the whole wide world.  Thank you and God bless you, Mom and Dad.  
Thank you God for bringing John and Verna Jean Ehnes together and 
now enjoying their heavenly home with Jesus.  From your family with 
love, Marlo, Mark and Marty.  
 

Verna is survived by her 3 children, Marlo (Chuck) Volk, Mark (Cindy) 
Ehnes, Marty Ehnes; 3 grandchildren, Cody (Christy), Misty, Clint 

(Kim); 5 great grandchildren; and one sister, Bernie (Donald) Feist.  

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, John; and two 
brothers, Arnold and Allan. 
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Beloved Wife, Mother,  
Grandma & Great Grandma 

July 1, 1934 ~ March 24, 2022 
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Mother’s Day Poem 
Mom always knew what to say. 

We may not have liked it, but it was her way. 
Hardworking, always on the go, 

How much she sacrificed, one can never know. 
Unconditional love offered with open arms, 

Always worrying, keeping us from harm.  
Prim and proper a lady was she, 

Giving it her all, dependable as can be. Her 
compassion and feelings meant so much, 
A lifetime of giving can not be touched. 

Tight as a drum, tough as nails,  
A mother’s love will never end 

Even if all else fails.   

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

87 Years ~ 8 Months ~ 23 Days 
 

       BORN:                              PASSED AWAY: 
                 July 1, 1934                             March 24, 2022 
       McLaughlin, South Dakota           Selby, South Dakota 

 

MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL: 
10:00 AM, Friday, April 1, 2022 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
Mobridge, South Dakota 

 

CLERGY:    
Fr. Michael Griffin 

 

ORGANIST:  
Marge Mertz 

 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS: 

“For The Beauty of the Earth” ~ “Amazing Grace”  
 “How Great Thou Art” ~ “Song Of Farewell” 

“Now The Green Blade Rises” 
 
 

CASKETBEARERS:  
Cody Volk ~ Matthew Volk ~ Clint Volk 

Wayne Stroecker ~ Craig Maher ~ Emmett Maher 
 

 
HONORARY BEARERS: 

Patrick ~ Matthew ~ Nathan ~ Kate ~ Sara 
 

PLACE OF BURIAL: 
2:00 PM, North Dakota Veterans Cemetery 

Mandan, North Dakota  
 

Arrangements Entrusted to Kesling Funeral Home of Mobridge 


