What Mom Took

Most often when we think of Mom,
We think of what she’s given:
The softness of a loving touch,

A gentle guide for living;
A nightly tip-toe in a room,
An understanding look;
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But sometimes when I think of Mom . Pallbearers
I think of what she took. Matt Collins Steve Manger
She took a child and taught it how Mike Anderson Brian Miller
To live this life with pride Chaz Bowar Kyle Fuchs
She took those kindergarten tears,
And kept them all inside. Interment

She took the hand that longed to hold
Her child and not let go

Used them to push her child along Kennebec, SD
The way, to thrive and grow.

Took time to do some other things
Like sew, and clean and cook,

And never thought to ask for thanks

For all the things she took.
Thank, Mom.
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Teresa (Tressy) Lynne Kneip was born in Lake Preston on August 11, 1965. She was the
fourth child of Robert and Joyce (Pederson) Kneip. She loved her siblings Kathy, Cari, and
Larry dearly. Teresa grew up in Arlington, SD and attended school there until her graduation
in 1983.

She met the love of her life, Todd Longville in 1983. Excited to start their lives together, they
married in Arlington on September 1, 1984. To this union three children were born. Mandy,
Jenny, and Jake meant the world to her. Together they lived in Oldham, SD, Gilby, ND,
Munich, ND, and finally made their way to Kennebec, SD, where they found home.

Teresa’s children were blessed to have a mother who loved as fiercely as she did. Her children
could call her for anything, and Teresa would always have advice or the occasional “tough
love”. As much as Teresa loved being a mom, “Grandma” was her favorite title. She was
blessed with ten grandchildren, and rarely missed an event or activity they were involved in.
Grandma Teresa was the ultimate grandma! You would often find Granny T and the kids
having dance parties, baking, or rocking in the chair together. Teresa loved to tell everyone
about her grandbabies and how proud she was of them. Every time the kids saw her, they ran
into her arms with pure joy.

She also had a love of animals and had many pets throughout her life. Teresa took pride in
how her yard looked and how her flowers looked outside. It was such a joy to her when
someone complimented her yard or flowers. She was famous for her baking and would often
show up with something to share. Many people requested her oh henry bars, and she never let
anyone down! Her children and grandchildren knew any time they would like something
special made, she would have it at their house in no time.

Professionally, she held many healthcare positions and later went on to become a paramedic.
She worked at Access Health Clinic in Kennebec and was beloved by many people in the
community for her friendly and compassionate nature. She went above and beyond to make
sure her patients had the best care possible. Friends and community members often called her
for advice, and they could count on her to remind them of their appointments and to refill their
medications. She considered many patients and coworkers close friends.

Teresa’s smile, her laugh, her hugs, her life, and her love are irreplaceable. She held a big
piece of our hearts and will be greatly missed.

Teresa passed away on October 28, 2023 at Sanford Medical Center in Chamberlain, SD at
the age of 58 years. Gratefully sharing her life was her loving husband, Todd, of 39 years; her
children, Mandy of Kennebec, Jenny (Lance) of Winner, and Jake (Jordi) of Kennebec; and
her ten grandchildren, Adam, Raiden, Emma, Maddie, Sophie, Cooper, Dylan, Jaylie, Sadie,
and Hadlie. She is also survived by her father, Robert Kneip, and her three siblings: Kathy
(Randy) Englund, Cari (Scott) Hertogs, Larry (Cindy) Kneip, numerous nieces and nephews,
and in-laws.

Teresa was preceded in death by her mother, Joyce Kneip.




