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COMMON GROUND EVENT CENTER
1515  LANGLEY ST  SE

GRAND RAPIDS,  MI  49508

THE FAMILY OF JAMES JOLON BRYANT WOULD LIKE TO
EXPRESS THEIR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE FOR THE LOVE,
PRAYERS,  KIND WORDS,  AND ACTS OF  SUPPORT SHOWN
DURING THIS  DIFFICULT TIME.  WE EXTEND A SPECIAL

THANK YOU TO THE KENT WOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS FACULT Y
AND STAFF,  AS  WELL AS JAMES '  FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
YOUR SUPPORT HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF COMFORT AND

STRENGTH,  AND EACH GESTURE,  WHETHER SPOKEN,
WRITTEN,  OR FELT,  WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED.  MAY

GOD BLESS EACH OF YOU.

JOLON COLLINS

AMARHI  HOWLAND

ADARYL HOWLAND

RYAN MAYFIELD

DWAIN GUY TON

CHARLES JOHNSON

SAM DECOSEY

ERIC COLLINS
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ObituaryObituary

Order of ServiceOrder of Service Throughou t  t he se  accompl i shmen t s ,  J ames  r ema ined
ded ica t ed  to  h i s  ca ree r,  work ing  fo r  nea r ly  t h i r t y  yea r s
wi th  Ken twood  Pub l i c  Schoo l s .  He  took  g rea t  p r ide  i n
he lp ing  bu i ld  t he  Techno logy  Sys t em fo r  t he  Nu t r i t i on

Se r v i ces  Depa r tmen t  f rom the  g round  up ,  l e av ing  a  l a s t i ng
impac t  t h rough  h i s  work  and  commi tmen t .

J ames  was  pas s iona t e  abou t  mus i c  and  looked  fo r ward  to
ded ica t ing  more  t ime  to  c r ea t ing  and  p roduc ing  i t  i n

r e t i r emen t .  A l though  he  was  a  p r iva t e  pe r son ,  t hose  c lo se s t
t o  h im  knew h im as  k ind ,  gene rous ,  and  s ince re .  Gu ided  by

the  example  o f  h i s  g r and fa the r,  J ames  neve r  hes i t a t ed  t o
he lp  o the r s  and  was  o f t en  t he  f i r s t  t o  s t ep  i n  when  someone
was  in  need .  He  a l so  sha red  ove r  t h i r t een  lov ing  yea r s  w i th
h i s  devo ted  g i r l f r i end ,  Robyn  Homan  o f  Grand  Rap ids .  H i s

compass ion ,  s t r eng th ,  and  se l f l e s s  na tu re  w i l l  be
remembered  by  a l l  who  loved  h im.  

J ames  was  p receded  in  dea th  by  h i s  g r andpa ren t s ,  J ames
Lee  and  Mamie  Lue l l a  Lee .

James  l eaves  t o  che r i sh  h i s  memor y  h i s  l ov ing  mo the r,
Mamie  Lue l l a  Br yan t ;  h i s  s i s t e r,  Tonequa  Br yan t ;  h i s

be loved  nephew,  Jo lon  Co l l i n s ;  h i s  be loved  n i ece ,  Ta l ayah
DeCosey,  a l l  o f  Grand  Rap ids ,  Mich igan ;  h i s  s t ep - s i s t e r,

An i t a  Dean  o f  Muskegon ,  Mich igan ;  h i s  devo ted  g i r l f r i end ;
a long  wi th  a  hos t  o f  ex t ended  fami ly  member s ,  f r i ends ,

coworke r s ,  and  a l l  who  were  b l e s sed  to  know and  love  h im.

James  wi l l  be  r emembered  fo r  h i s  i n t e l l i gence ,  qu i e t
s t r eng th ,  gene rous  sp i r i t ,  and  unwave r ing  love  fo r  t hose

c loses t  t o  h im .  Though  h i s  p re sence  wi l l  be  deep ly  mi s sed ,
the  memor i e s  he  c r ea t ed  and  the  l i ve s  he  t ouched  wi l l
fo reve r  r ema in  in  t he  hea r t s  o f  a l l  who  knew and  loved

h im.  

J ames  Jo lon  Br yan t ,  a f fec t i ona t e ly  known  a s  "Doc , "  age  58 ,
o f  Grand  Rap ids ,  Mich igan ,  en t e r ed  e t e r na l  r e s t  on  May  27 ,

2026 .  Bor n  on  November  16 ,  1967 ,  t o  h i s  l ov ing  mo the r,
Mamie  Lue l l a  Br yan t ,  J ames  was  a  l i fe long  r e s iden t  o f

Grand  Rap ids ,  whe re  he  was  su r rounded  by  fami ly,  f r i ends ,
and  a  communi ty  he  deep ly  che r i shed  th roughou t  h i s  l i fe .  

J ames  r ece ived  h i s  educa t ion  th rough  the  Mich igan  Pub l i c
Schoo l  Sys t em and  g radua ted  f rom Ot t awa  Hi l l s  H igh

Schoo l  i n  1985 .  Aston i sh ing ly  i n t e l l i gen t  and  d r iven ,  he
demonst r a t ed  r emarkab le  g r i t  and  de t e r mina t ion  by

re tu r n ing  to  s choo l  i n  h i s  f i f t i e s .  He  ea r ned  an  Assoc i a t e
Deg ree  f rom Grand  Rap ids  Communi ty  Co l l ege ,  g r adua t ing

a t  t he  t op  o f  h i s  c l a s s  w i th  a  4 .0  GPA and  ea r n ing
p lacemen t  on  the  Dean ' s  L i s t  i n  2022 .  He  a l so  comple t ed  a

Compute r  Ana ly t i c s  p rog ram in  2023 .
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TALAYAH & JOLON
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