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ORGAN PRELUDE
. Lewis Drafton 1T
Minster of Music

%uel Barnh;art waﬁs,born on April 7, 1935, in Greensboro, Georgia, to Edward and
Allie Mae (Jackson) Barnhart. As the eldest of five siblings, Sam became the
cornerstone of the Barnhart famil V isdom, humor, and steadfast
commitment to those he loved: ;
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PARTING VIEW

ng up in the red clay fields of rural Georgia, Sam'’s life was shaped by resilience
“and perseverance. After graduating from FT. Corry High Schoolin 1954, Sam enlisted
in the United States Air Force, where he built a distinguished 20-year career, retiring
honorably with the rank of Technical Sergeant. Throughout his service, he exemplified
dedication'and strength, often finding himself as the only Black man in his unit during a
time-of great social and cultural upheaval. Sam served with pride and resilience,
including deployments during the Vietnam War, where his steady leadership and work
ic earned the admiration and respect of those who served alongside him.

Sam moved to Columbus, Ohio, where he met and married Juanita Gordon. Together,

ey welcomed their son Kevin, whom Sam raised with unwavering pride and love.
Later, life brought him another gift in the birth of his second son, Michael, with his
cherished lifelong friend, Linda Gordon (no relation to Juanita Gordon). Sam often said
he struck gold twice with his sons, both of whom became proud graduates of The Ohio
State University and carried forward his values of service, integrity, and perseverance.
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REMARKS
Kevin Barnhart & Michael Barnhart

After completing his associate degree at Franklin University, Sam built a career as an
electrician for the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, where he also served
as Union President. Upon retiring in 2001, he turned his focus to volunteerism, serving
at the Columbus Veterans Affairs Hospital and with the Hunger Outreach Ministry at
Mount Olivet Baptist Church, where he was a devoted member.

OF OBITUARY
ilently

SELECTION

WORDS OF COMFORT

ied hi If with h ki teadfast belief in th f
Sam carried himself with humor, kindness, and a steadfast belief in the goodness o Dr. Bennie T. Henson St.

people. More than anything, he wanted those he encountered to find happiness and
contentment. Truly, Samuel Barnhart was a living legend-a life well lived, and a legacy

BENEDICTION
well earned.
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Well done, sir! Thank you for your service! United States Air Force




