
In Loving Memory

Ralph William Messer
March 31, 1946 - January 7, 2025

Arrangements
Miller Funeral Home ~ Fridley, Minnesota

Ralph W. Messer
Born: 03/31/1946 in Albert Lea – Died: 01/07/2025

at home surrounded by family.
Ralph grew up in St. Louis Park 

and graduated from St Louis Park High School 1964.
After getting an Honorable Discharge from the MN National Guard, he 
became a lifelong resident of Fridley. Ralph served on the Fridley Fire 
Department from June, 1968 to December 2010. During his 42 ½ years 
of service, he worked as a firefighter, fire instructor, created and served 

as the rental housing program administrator for many years before 
becoming the fire marshal until his retirement. During this time, he also 
worked as a DJ at TR McCoys in Fridley and The Bebop Café in Blaine 
for several years. He was known at the “Big Bopper” by many who loved 

his music. In his free time, he loved to work on and drive his 1937 
American LaFrance fire truck, go fishing and spend time with family 

and feed his dog, his “little buddy” Junior
God bless the memory of Ralph Messer.
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In Loving Memory Of

Ralph William Messer
Born 

March 31, 1946
Albert Lea, Minnesota

Passed Away 
January 7, 2025

Fridley, Minnesota
at the age of 

78 years, 9 months and 7 days.

Preceded in death by
parents, Dallas and Virginia Messer

He will be deeply missed by
his children, Lara Messer (Steven Honse), 

Todd Messer (Kathy), Walter Messer (Jessica); 
10 grandchildren; 2 great grandchildren; 

siblings, Richard Messer (Ronnie) of St. Albans, VT, 
Linda Richards (Reggie) of LaFayette, CO; 

2 nieces, 2 nephews; many relatives, good friends 
and his four legged buddy "Junior".  

Funeral Service
Saturday, January 25, 2025 ~ 11:00AM

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1200 Marquette Avenue, Minneapolis

Pastor David Shinn, Officiating

Fireman's Prayer
"When I am called to duty, God, 

whenever flames may rage; 
Give me the strength to save some life, 

whatever be its age. 
Help me embrace a little child before it's 
too late, or save an older person from the 

horror of that fate. 
Enable me to be alert and hear the 

weakest shout, 
And quickly and efficiently to put the fire 

out.
I want to fill my calling
to give the best in me, 

To guard my every neighbor 
and protect their property. 

And if, according to my fate, 
I am to lose my life; 

Please bless with your protecting hand 
my children and my wife".
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