
 
Remembering the Life.... 
 
Richard Hanson, a beloved member of the Dalton community, passed away on Tuesday, 
July 1, 2025, at PioneerCare in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, at the age of 86. Born on 
November 17, 1938, in Fergus Falls, the son of Ole and Elvera (Tripp) Hanson, Richard 
lived a life dedicated to family, service, and the land he cherished. 
 
Richard’s early life was shaped by the values instilled in him during his upbringing. He 
attended country school in Dalton and was baptized and confirmed at Our Saviors in 
Dalton. He took on significant responsibilities at a young age, stepping in to manage the 
family farm following the passing of his father. After the death of his mother, Richard 
moved to his grandmother's farm north of Dalton, where he continued his life’s work. 
 
He was united in marriage to Inez Marie Martinson on January 22, 1965, in Brookings, 
South Dakota. They made their home in Dalton and were blessed with two sons, Randy 
and Daniel. After retirement Richard and Inez moved to the family farm in rural Dalton.  
 
His commitment to his community was evident through his various roles, including 
working at Ray's Oil in Dalton and later with Ottertail County in Maintenance until his 
retirement. Richard was also a dedicated volunteer firefighter for the Dalton Fire 
Department and served on the City Council, including numerous terms as Mayor, 
demonstrating a steadfast dedication to public service. 
 
Richard was known for his hard work, balancing the demands of farming with a passion 
for maintaining his property. He found joy in working with cattle and was particularly 
dedicated to battling the thistles that grew on his land. Richard enjoyed fishing and 
creating lasting memories at the farm with his grandchildren, whom he adored and 
spoiled without reservation. He had a special affection for his 1930 Essex, a testament 
to his appreciation for antique cars. His deep love for black labs shone brightly through 
his relationship with his beloved dog, Roxie. 
 
A member of the Zion-Sarpsborg Church in Dalton, Richard served as a trustee, 
reflecting his strong faith and commitment to his community’s spiritual life. 
 
Richard is survived by his children, Randy Hanson of Dalton and Daniel (Tracy) 
Hanson of Ashby; his cherished grandchildren, Chalsey (Adam) Barry, Brett (Brittany) 
Hanson, Drew (April) Hanson, and Reed (Tiffani) Hanson; and great-grandchildren, 
Kylie Barry, Breck Barry, Charlie Hanson, Raelynn Hanson, Brooks Hanson, Ellie 
Hanson, and Hudson Hanson. He is also survived by his sisters, Virginia (Tony) 
Stumpf, Mazie (Jim) Wick, and Jewel (Mike) Hunter; and brothers, Loren (Nancy) 
Haglen and Billy Larsen along with his beloved dog, Roxie. 
 
Richard was preceded in death by his parents, Ole and Elvera (Tripp) Hanson; his wife, 
Inez Hanson in 2023; two brothers, Norris and Allen, and two sisters, Delores and 
Dorothy. 
 
In lieu of flowers memorials preferred to the family.  
 

    Blessed be the Memory of Richard Hanson 

In Loving Memory 

Richard Hanson 
November 17, 1938 - July 1, 2025  



In Loving Memory Of 

Richard Hanson 
November 17, 1938 - July 1, 2025  

 

Funeral Service 
Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at 11:00 AM 
Zion-Sarpsborg Lutheran Church 

Dalton, Minnesota 
 

Officiating 
Pastor Mark Johnson 

 

Music 
Ann Anderson, pianist 

Pastor Mark Johnson, soloist 
“Go Rest High on That Mountain” 

 

Congregational Hymns 
“How Great Thou Art” 

“Amazing Grace” 
 

Honorary Casketbearers 
Richard’s Great Grandchildren 

Kylie Barry ~ Breck Barry ~ Charlie Hanson ~ Raelynn Hanson 
Brooks Hanson ~ Ellie Hanson ~ Hudson Hanson 

 

Casketbearers 
Adam Barry ~ Brett Hanson ~ Drew Hanson 

Reed Hanson ~ Roger Simonson ~ Larry Simonson 
 

Interment 
Zion Cemetery 

Dalton, Minnesota 
 

Appreciation 
Richard’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service. 

Your many expressions of kindness and love are deeply 
appreciated.  Please join family and friends for lunch and 

fellowship following the service. 
 

Arrangements by 
Glende-Nilson Funeral Home ~ Fergus Falls ~ www.GlendeNilson.com 

My Farm 
My farm to me is not just land 
Where bare unpainted buildings stand— 
To me, my farm is nothing less 
Than all created loveliness. 
 
My farm is not where I must soil 
My hands in endless dreary toil 
But where, through seed and swelling pod 
I’ve learned to walk, and talk with God. 
 
My farm, to me, is not a place 
Outmoded by the modern race 
For here, I think, I just see less 
Of evil, greed, and selfishness. 
 
My farm’s a haven—here dwells rest, 
Security and happiness—  
Whate’er befalls the world outside 
Here faith and hope and love abide. 
 
And so my farm is not just land 
Where bare unpainted buildings stand— 
To me, my farm is nothing less 
Than all God’s hoarded loveliness. 


