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 March 4, 1922  December 10, 2024 

Tuesday, December 17, 2024 

Wake @ 11:00 am  -  Funeral @ 12:00 noon 

Bethel Baptist Church 

1 Fisher Court 

White Plains, NY 10601 

Rev. Dr. Edward O. Williamson, Pastor 

  

Interment 
Kensico Cemetery 

273 Lakeview Avenue, Valhalla, NY 
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Order of Service 

Rev. Dr. Edward O. Williamson, Officiating 

Prelude ............................................. Rev. Dr. Frozine Reece-Smith 

Opening Hymn ..................................................... “Amazing Grace” 

........................................................... Rev. Dr. Frozine Reece-Smith 

Scripture Reading .................................................................................  

 Old Testament ......................................... Deacon Dewitt Smith 

 New Testament ........................................................... Ian Hanley 

Prayer of Comfort ............ Rev. Dr. Renee Washington-Gardner 

Musical Selection ................................................................ “God Is” 

........................................................... Rev. Dr. Frozine Reece-Smith 

Acknowledgements & 

Reading of the Obituary ......................................... Amber Watson 

Reflections .............................................................................................  

Musical Selection ................................................................ “I Tried” 

........................................................... Rev. Dr. Frozine Reece-Smith 

Eulogy ................................................................... Pastor Williamson 

Benediction .......................................................... Pastor Williamson 

Recessional ...................................................... “Going Up Yonder” 

........................................................... Rev. Dr. Frozine Reece-Smith 

Obituary 

Born Mary Belle Holcomb to Henry and Ida Holcomb (nee Peachy) on 
March 4, 1922 in White Plains, NY. During her early and formative years 
she resided in Scarsdale, White Plains, and the Town of Greenburgh. Educat-
ed in the White Plains/Greenburgh School Districts, she is a graduate of 
White Plains High School. 

During World War II she and several friends relocated to Washington, 
DC, to work for the Internal Revenue Service. Upon her return she married 
Robert O. Watson of Goochland County, VA. Their union produced two 
children, Gregory and Leonard and they remained in holy matrimony until his 
death in 1977. 

Until her retirement in 1985 Mary worked as a secretary in the public 
schools of Greenburgh District 7 where she remains well regarded by staff and 
former students until this day. 

Mary was a member in good standing of Bethel Baptist Church for 97 
years where she served on the Sunday School, Beautification and Homeless 
Ministries. She always offered to help the less fortunate and during the height 
of the AIDS crisis she volunteered to serve meals with God’s Love We Deliv-
er. 

Her greatest loves were her grand/great-grandchildren and children of all 
ages. Young adults would always congregate at her home where they were in a 
safe judgement free environment for laughter and fun. 

Mary departed her earthly home on December 10, 2024. To cherish her 
memory, she is survived by her son, Gregory of New York City; the offspring 
of her pre-deceased son Leonard: grandchildren - Ravon Watson of 
Greenburgh, NY; LeShan Watson of Duluth, Georgia; Kenneth Walker of 
Yonkers, NY; Amber Watson of New Rochelle, NY; five great-
grandchildren; loving and dedicated friends Loretta Huggins of Cambria 
Heights, NY;  George & Gloria Batts of White Plains, NY; Desiree Smith of 
White Plains, NY; and a host of relatives and friends. 

“You have fought the good fight. You have finished the race. You have 
kept the faith. Now there is in store for you the crown of righteousness”...rest 
well.  2 Timothy 4:7-8  

LOVE NEVER DIES 


