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MANUEL CASTANEDA

2 de noviembre de 1955 ~ 20 de mayo de 2025



Obituai

Manuel Castafieda, de 69 afios, fallecié pacificamente en su hogar el 20 de mayo de
2025. Sera profundamente extrafiado por su amada esposa, Juana Castafieda; sus
hijas, Maribel Vasquez y Lupita Medina; sus hijos, Juan Manuel y Carlos Castafieda;
sus nietos, Karina Mendoza, Briana Vasquez, Anthony, Kayla, Mike Medina y
Nicholas Botello; y sus bisnietos, Nathaniel y Madelline Mendoza, Galilea Cortez,
Malekhai, Layla, Matheo, Mikah Neal y Addelyn Botello.

También le sobreviven sus hermanas: Imelda Castafieda, Enedelia Castafieda, Aida
Castarieda, Leticia Castafieda Salazar y Patricia Castafieda; y sus hermanos: Armando,
Arnoldo, Jorge, Alberto y Alfredo Castafieda. Le precedieron en la muerte su padre,
Daniel Castafieda; su madre, Leonor Castafieda; sus hermanos: Javier y Daniel Jr.; su
hermana Diana Castafieda; y su nieto David Samuel Medina. Deja muchos sobrinos
y sobrinas que lo amaban profundamente.

Conocido catifiosamente como “Meme,” Manuel provenia de una familia de
trabajadores migrantes y él mismo trabajé en el campo desde joven. Conocié al amor
de su vida, Juana, mientras andaba en bicicleta por el barrio conocido como Y%
hielera” en Edinburg, Texas. Vio a una joven hermosa haciendo marometas frente a
su casa—Juana—y pronto comenzaron a intercambiar cartas. El resto es historia.

Manuel y Juana se mudaron al 4rea de Austin con sus tres hijos pequefios en busca
de una vida mejor. Su hijo menor nacié mas tarde en Austin.

Después de mudarse a Austin, Manuel conocié las creencias de los Testigos de
Jehova. Aunque no se bautizé formalmente, nunca se opuso a que su familia
practicara la fe. Recibié estudios biblicos para tener una comprensién més profunda
de las Escrituras y disfrutaba cuando sus amigos lo visitaban para leer la Biblia con
él. Durante los momentos dificiles de salud, siempre puso a Jehova en primer lugar al
tomar decisiones médicas. Amé a Jehovia hasta su ltimo aliento.
Uno de sus textos favoritos era Juan 17:3:

“Esto significa vida eterna: que lleguen a conocerte a #, el sinico Dios verdadero, y a quien ti
enviaste, Jesncristo.”

Manuel sentia una gran pasion por la jardineria y por trabajar con autos. Tenia un
don para los mimeros—podia resolver problemas matemiticos mentalmente sin usar
los dedos (una habilidad que, segin bromeaban sus hijos, no heredaron). Tenia tan
buena mano para las plantas que podia hacer crecer un arbol a partir de una simple
rama.

Era un hombre muy entregado a su familia y le encantaba crear recuerdos con sus
nietos. A menudo los llevaba a los eventos de su trabajo para que ellos también
disfrutaran. También disfrutaba hacer viajes espontineos a San Antonio, pasear en
lancha por el River Walk y comer tacos callejeros en el Mercado.

Su sabiduria tranquila, su ingenio y su humor amable dejaron una huella duradera en
todos los que lo conocieron.

Sera recordado por su amor a la familia, su fuerte ética de trabajo y las profundas
raices que sembré en la vida de quienes lo rodearon. ‘
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Manuel Castafieda, age 69, passed away peacefully at his home on May 20,
2025. He will be deeply missed by his beloved wife, Juana Castafieda;
daughters, Maribel Vasquez and Lupita Medina; sons, Juan Manuel and Carlos
Castaiieda; grandchildren, Karina Mendoza, Briana Vasquez, Anthony, Kayla,
Mike Medina, and Nicholas Botello; and great-grandchildren, Nathaniel and
Madelline Mendoza, Galilea Cortez, Malekhai, Layla, Matheo, Mikah Neal, and
Addelyn Botello.
He is also survived by his sisters: Imelda Castafieda, Enedelia Castafieda, Aida
Castafieda, Leticia Castafieda Salazar, and Patricia Castafieda; and brothers:
Armando, Arnoldo, Jorge, Alberto, and Alfredo Castafieda. He was preceded in
death by his father, Daniel Castafieda; mother, Leonor Castafieda; brothers:
Javier and Daniel Jr.; sister Diana Castafieda; and grandson David Samuel
Medina. He leaves behind many loving nieces and nephews.

Known affectionately as “Meme,” Manuel came from a family of migrant
workers and followed in their footsteps, working the fields himself. He met the
love of his life, Juana, while riding his bike through the “bielera” neighborhood
in Edinburg, TX. He spotted a beautiful young woman doing cartwheels in
front of her house—Juana—and the two soon began exchanging letters. The
rest was history.
Manuel and Juana eventually moved to the Austin area with their three young
children in search of a better life. Their youngest child was later born in Austin.
After moving to Austin, Manuel was introduced to the beliefs of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Though he did not make the truth his own through baptism, he
never opposed his family’s practice of it. He studied the Bible to gain a fuller
understanding of the scriptures and enjoyed visits from friends who read with
him. During difficult times in his health, he always put Jehovah first when
making medical decisions. He loved Jehovah until his last breath.
One of his favorite scriptures was John 17:3:

“This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom
_you sent, Jesus Christ.”
Manuel had a passion for gardening and working on cars. He had a gift for
numbers—able to solve math problems in his head without using his fingers (a
skill his children often joked they didn’t inherit). He had a green thumb and
could grow a tree from a branch.
He was a deeply family-oriented man who loved making memories with his
grandchildren. He often brought them along to his employer’s events so they
could share in the experience. He also enjoyed spontaneous trips to San
Antonio, riding the boats along the River Walk, and eating street tacos at
Market Square.
His quiet wisdom, resourcefulness, and gentle humor left a lasting impact on all
who knew him.
He will be remembered for his love of family, his strong work ethic, and the
deep roots he planted in the lives of those around him.



Bienvenida e Introduccién
(Welcome & Introduction)
Macario Martinez

Oracion Inicial
(Opening Prayer)
Macario Martinez

Cantico - #3
(Sing Along - #3)
T wre das fuerza, confianza y valor Our Strength,
Our Hape, Our Confidence
Macario Martinez

Discurso
(Memorial Discourse)
Jaime Vasquez / Moises Rodriguez

Cantico - #151
(Sing Along - #151)_
Iehova los llamara
He Will Call
Macario Martinez

Oracion final y Instrucciones de salida
Final Prayer and Exit Instructions
Macario Martinez

De parte de la familia Castafieda, queremos expresar nuestro mas
sincero agradecimiento a todos quienes nos han acompafnado con
su carifio, oraciones y palabras de consuelo durante este momento
tan dificil.
Su presencia, apoyo y muestras de afecto han sido un gran
consuelo para nuestra familia.

On behalf of the Castafieda family, we would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude for your support, prayers, and presence during
this difficult time. Your kindness and comforting words have
meant so much to our family.
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