
August 22, 1953  ~  December 8, 2024 

Clarence V. Wilder 

Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 11 AM 

St. John Missionary Baptist Church  
230 Warren St., Roxbury, Massachusetts 

Rev. Franklin Murray, Officiating 

Celebration of Life Come to Me  
 

God saw you were getting tired. 
And a cure was not to be. 

So, he put his arms around you  
And whispered, "Come to me." 

With tearful eyes we watched you, 
And saw you pass away. 

Although we loved you dearly, 
We could not make you stay, 

A golden heart stopped beating. 
Hard working hands at rest. 

For part of us went with you the day  
God called you home to rest. 



Life Reflections  Order  of Service 

Organ Prelude  Adam Littlejohn 

Invocation  Rev. Franklin Murray 

Prayer of Comfort  Brother Gerald Fowkles 

Opening Hymn “How Great Thou Art” Lori Harper 

Scriptures   

   

Solo Selection 
“It Is Well With My 

Soul” 
Lennie DeSouza 

Remarks  

Paul Simons 
Walter Mattson 
Shelley DeJarnette 
I11. Grand Master Jose 
Rivera  

(Grand Lodge Bronx, NY) 

Obituary Read Silently  

Solo Selection  Lori Harper 

Eulogy   Rev. Franklin Murray 

Organ Postlude  Adam Littlejohn 

Interment 
Forest Hills Cemetery  

95 Forest Hills Ave., Jamaica Plain, MA 

 

Clarence Vaughn Wilder passed away peacefully on 
December 8, 2024, in Boston, Massachusetts. He was born 
on August 22, 1953, in Arcadia, Florida to Flossie & 
Grafton Rolle.  

Clarence was a widely known and admired practitioner of 
Uechi Ryu Karate Do.  He began studying in the late 1960’s 
at the Mattson Academy at 3 Hancock Street, 
Boston.  Karate quickly became a focal point in his life and 
he spent most of his free time at the dojo.  He was an 
accomplished tournament fighter and ran the All-
Okinawan Karate Championships tournament for many 
years.  Clarence became a popular instructor at many 

schools in the area, and operated his own dojos in Boston, Wayland and 
Natick.   

He held a multitude of jobs throughout his life; like working at American 
Built Rite out of Cambridge, MA, the Ritz Carlton as a sou chef and at the 
John Hancock as a Computer Operator. He was most known for and most 
admired for his job working for the State of Massachusetts as a Chief Court 
Officer of the Essex Superior Court from 1985-2024.  

Clarence enjoyed listening to Willie Neal & Gospel Keynotes, fancy dinner 
with loved ones, and believe or not talking on the phone. He was devoted to 
reading the Masonic Ritual to the point he was able to open and close the 
Lodge without assistance. Clarence was with Hiram Lodge 14, and he loved 
nothing more than selling the Annual Boat tickets to anyone he came across. 
He took his Masonic obligations to heart and would visit the sick and shut in 
by all means. Clarence loved his German Shepards so much they were all 
named King (to signify the day in which he brought the first one home Martin 
Luther King Day). He also enjoyed passing time by going to Lawson Barber 
twice a week up until Covid. He would spend several hours there socializing 
with his Barber Sam who he considered a Father.  

Clarence was preceded in death by his parents Flossie & Grafton Rolle, and a 
sister Jacqueline Rolle. He leaves to cherish his memories his siblings Wendell 
Rolle, Carolyn Jones (husband Dexter), Dwayne King, and Stevie Rolle. His 
great friends/Masonic Brothers: Gerald Fowlkes and John Raymond Taldon. 
They were considered the Three Musketeers as when you saw one the others 
were always nearby. He also leaves Bea and Charlotta, who he considered 
extra mothers, and they would receive at minimum 2 calls every day. With a 
special place in his heart, he leaves Warren Kerr and Shelley DeJarnette (self 
proclaimed daughter), as well as a host of nieces, nephews and extended 
family, friends and his beloved students. 


