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In hills of flint, hickory’s yellow and scarlet oaks and
blackgum’s crimson - Papa’s there

In rich mountain valleys, black and deep, wild strawberries,
blackberry, meadow lark - Papa’s there

In woodsmoke dying with the evening wind, smell of country
ham, cackle of hen - Papa’s there

In sounds of daybreak, frosty cold, woodfire growing, owl’s last
call, rooster’s hello - Papa’s there

In timber cleared fields, broken to plow, whistle of quail, clank
of milk pail - Papa’s there

In distant call of hunting hound, hunting horn, ax’s ring, calf’s
born - Papa’s there

In the smell of smokehouse and sugar cured hams, hickory
chips, walnuts on the ground - Papa’s there

In summer’s heat, springhouse trips, dark water, cold
buttermilk, waterdogs, bees - Papa’s there

In boyhood hunts, man and boy, squirrels (the excuse for being
together), huckleberries as fare - Papa’s there

In trees and plants named and shown, shameweed, watercress,
limestone fern, time to give, love to share - Papa’s there

In love’s perfect place, a soul’s retreat, Life’s quest, rest, memory
- Papa’s there
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Carl Benton Reed was born on October 23, 1937, in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, to
Cecile E. and Bluie Cookson Reed. Carl was fondly known as Doc to his community
and Pappy to his family. As a young boy, he spent much of his time roaming the
Cookson Hills of Eastern Oklahoma and he moved to Carter, Oklahoma in the
seventh grade. That is where he met Betty Jo Cartmill, who eventually became the
love of his life. He graduated in 1955 from Carter High School along with Betty and
the 7 other members of their graduating class. Carl went on to attend and
graduate from Carver Chiropractic College in Oklahoma City.

Betty and Carl got engaged in December of 1955, seventy years ago this month.
They married in June of 1956 in Carter, Oklahoma in the midst of a blinding
sandstorm. They refused to accept the storm as a bad omen, and it seems to have
all worked out great. Their 70 years together were filled with raising their 6
children, entertaining their 13 grandchildren, and 10 great-grandchildren in a
house filled with love and laughter. Carliand Betty enjoyed many years traveling,
playing golf, camping, and gardening.

Carl’s passion was always to serve others as a healer. After graduating from
chiropractic college, he joined his father—also a devoted Chiropractor—in practice,
continuing a family legacy of care. In time, Carl felt called to build something of his
own, so in 1965 he moved with his young family to start his own practice in Altus,
Oklahoma. He spent decades improving the lives of his patients through better
health, nutrition advice, and regular chiropractic treatments. Carl once served as
the Oklahoma Delegate to the American Chiropractic Association in Washington
D.C. He retired at the age of 82 after treating generations of healthier individuals.

Many people did not know that Carl was apoet. He penned many praise-worthy
compositions over the years. In 2010, he was named the year’s White Buffalo
Native American Poet Laureate by the Poetry Society of Oklahoma for a poem he
wrote, entitled “The Poet and I Another favorite, “Papa’s There”, describing
boyhood memories of his own beloved grandfather, Clement Cookson, will be read
during the service.

Carl passed away peacefully-in his sleep on December 9, 2025, just six months
shy of Carl and Betty’s 70th wedding anniversary. He will be missed by his beloved
family, “for as long as we see the morning sun”

Carl will live on through his loving children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. His surviving family members include his wife, Betty; his children,
daughters-Brenda Finney and husband, Michael, Wendy Howard and husband,
Greg and son-Paul and wife, Kim. His grandchildren, Tinah and Rusty Moles, Olivia
and Ned Dowdell, Caleb and Brittney Reed, Connor Finney, Grayson Howard,
Benton Reed, Emily and Ben Schulz, Fletcher and Jaiden Reed, Carter Reed,
Preston and Callie Reed, Kelly Finney, Bailey Howard, and Faith and Amber Reed.
Great-grandchildren include, Camdyn, Maylyn, Beckhym, and Bryndle Moles,
Annalise Reed, Ike and Max Schulz, Genevieve and Jimmer Reed, and Beckett Reed.
Surviving family also includes numerous nieces and nephews.

Carl is preceded in death by his parents; daughter, Tena; and sons, Philip and
David.
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