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IN LOVING, LASTING MEMORY
OF



“THERE IS NO LOVE QUITE AS SPECIAL AS THE LOVE OF A GRANDMA.”

   OUR GRANDMA, ARLENE MAE (BURGER) JOHNSON, 86 ,  PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY TO
BE WITH OUR HEAVENLY FATHER ON APRIL 27,  2026 ,  IN BELOIT,  KS .  SHE WAS
SURROUNDED BY FAMILY,  PRAYER,  AND THE SOUND OF GRANDPA’S  HARMONICA.  SHE
SPENT HER FINAL DAYS IN THE LOVING CARE OF THE RESIDENTIAL CARE CENTER,  AND
WE ARE FOREVER GRATEFUL FOR THE COMPASSION AND DIGNITY THEY SHOWED HER.
   GRANDMA (ARLENE)  JOHNSON WAS BORN ON JUNE 1 ,  1939 ,  IN WELLINGTON, KANSAS,
TO ALFRED AND VELMA (COCHRAN) BURGER,  THE FOURTH OF THEIR SIX CHILDREN:
PATSY,  RAYMOND, DONNA,  MARVA,  AND DUANE.  SHE SHARED A SPECIAL CLOSENESS
WITH HER SIBLINGS,  SPEAKING DAILY WITH RAYMOND AND MARVA FOR AS LONG AS
SHE WAS ABLE.  GROWING UP ON A FARM NEAR DRURY,  KS ,  SHE ATTENDED SCHOOL IN
SOUTH HAVEN,  WHERE SHE PLAYED BASKETBALL,  PARTICIPATED IN BAND,  AND SPENT
TIME BABYSITTING.
   A FEW YEARS LATER,  GRANDMA MET GRANDPA,  WAYNE JOHNSON, AT A GROCERY
STORE IN CORBIN,  KANSAS,  WHERE SHE “CAUGHT HIS EYE,”  AS THE STORY GOES.
INCIDENTALLY,  THEY GOT TO KNOW EACH OTHER BETTER AFTER GRANDMA STARTED
BABYSITTING HIS COUSINS.  THOUGH GRANDMA WASN’T FOND OF GOING TO THE
MOVIES ,  SHE AGREED TO SEE A SUMMER PLACE WITH HIM.  WHEN GRANDPA LATER
ASKED WHY SHE WENT,  SHE SIMPLY SAID,  “ I  JUST WANTED TO BE WITH YOU.”  THAT
SWEET SENTIMENT MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A BEAUTIFUL LIFELONG FRIENDSHIP.
“BUTCHIE,”  AS SHE AFFECTIONATELY CALLED HIM,  REMAINED HER FAITHFUL
COMPANION,  DEVOTEDLY BY HER SIDE THROUGH THE VERY END.
GRANDMA AND GRANDPA WERE UNITED IN MARRIAGE ON FEBRUARY 4 ,  1961 .  THEY
SHARED MANY JOYS— DANCING,  CAMPING,  TRAVELING,  AND GATHERING WITH
FRIENDS AND FAMILY.  THEY MADE THEIR HOME TOGETHER IN SOUTHEAST KANSAS
AND WELCOMED THEIR ONLY CHILD,  BRADLEY WAYNE.  DURING GRANDMA’S EARLY
MARRIED LIFE,  SHE CHANNELED HER GRIT AND ENERGY TOWARD MASTERING THE
ART OF HOMEMAKING AND HELPING GRANDPA FARM. THEY RAISED DAD IN
CALDWELL,  KS ,  AND LATER MOVED TO JEWELL,  KS ,  TO BE CLOSER TO US
GRANDCHILDREN.
   FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO KNEW OUR GRANDMA, YOU PROBABLY REMEMBER HER
VERY SOCIAL,  VIBRANT,  AND OCCASIONALLY FEISTY SELF.  SHE NEVER MET A
STRANGER AND WAS OFTEN FOUND “TABLE HOPPING” AT RESTAURANTS TO VISIT WITH
FRIENDS.  NOT A DAY WENT BY WHERE SHE DIDN’T TALK ABOUT US ,  HER
GRANDCHILDREN,  AND,  MUCH TO OUR EMBARRASSMENT,  SHE MADE SURE EVERYONE
KNEW WE BELONGED TO HER.  HER PRIDE IN US WAS CONSTANT AND UNWAVERING—
SHE RARELY MISSED A DANCE RECITAL,  SOFTBALL GAME,  MUSIC CONCERT,  SCHOOL
MUSIC PROGRAM, OR CHEERLEADING ACTIVITY.
   SOME OF OUR MOST TREASURED MEMORIES INCLUDE TRIPS TO BRANSON, VISITS TO
THE SODA SHOPPE,  GAMES OF DOMINOES AND PITCH,  ATTENDING THE JEWELL CORN
SHOW, FISHING,  AND GOING TO CHURCH TOGETHER.  WE WHO KNEW HER WERE SURE
TO NOTICE HER STYLISTIC FLAIR.  YOU COULD RECOGNIZE THIS SINCE SHE ALWAYS
ENSURED HER HAIR AND NAILS WERE IMPECCABLY DONE.  SHE ADORNED HERSELF
WITH SPARKLING JEWELRY,  ESPECIALLY HER SIGNATURE CLIP-ON EARRINGS,  AND SHE
NEVER LEFT THE HOUSE WITHOUT A BOLD SWIPE OF LIPSTICK.
   IN HER FINAL DAYS,  AS HER BODY GREW WEAK,  HER HEART REMAINED STRONG—A
REFLECTION OF THE LOVE SHE GAVE TO US SO FREELY THROUGHOUT HER LIFE.  FOR
ALL OF HER LIFE,  A GUARANTEED WAY TO MAKE GRANDMA LIGHT UP WAS TO
MENTION ANYTHING ABOUT HER GRANDCHILDREN.  WE MAY HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED
SPOILED BY GRANDMA, BUT WE WOULD CONSIDER IT BLESSED.  SHE ALWAYS HAD A
DEEP LOVE FOR CHILDREN,  ESPECIALLY BABIES ,  AND HAVING HER FIVE-MONTH-OLD
GREAT-GRANDDAUGHTER (REFERRED TO BY HER AS “MY BABY”)  NEARBY IN HER FINAL
DAYS HAD TO BRING HER MUCH JOY.

   OUR GRANDMA JOHNSON WAS PRECEDED IN DEATH BY HER PARENTS,  ALFRED
AND VELMA BURGER;  HER BROTHERS,  RAYMOND AND DUANE BURGER;  HER SISTER,
PATSY SCOTT;  AND HER BROTHER-IN-LAW, BILL REEVES.    
   SHE IS  SURVIVED BY HER BELOVED HUSBAND OF 65  YEARS,  ALBERT WAYNE
JOHNSON OF BELOIT,  KS ;  HER SISTERS,  DONNA (DON) MOHNEY OF MULVANE,  KS
AND MARVA REEVES OF DERBY,  KS ;  HER SON,  BRAD (CHARMAINE)  JOHNSON OF
BELOIT,  KS ;  AND US GRANDCHILDREN,  BRENNA (JOSH) DLABAL OF BELOIT,  KS ,  BR.
SIMEON JOHNSON, OSB,  OF CONCEPTION,  MO,  AND SHAE JOHNSON OF BELOIT,  KS .
SHE ALSO LEAVES BEHIND HER CHERISHED GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN,  GABRIEL ,
SIMEON, ISAIAH,  AND MARY GRACE DLABAL,  ALONG WITH MANY NIECES AND
NEPHEWS.
   OUR FAMILY WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND EXTEND HEARTFELT THANKS
TO PASTOR DAN DANIELS ,  SOLOMON VALLEY HOSPICE,  AND OUR FRIENDS IN THE
BELOIT COMMUNITY FOR THEIR CARE AND SUPPORT.
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