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“But God demonstrates
his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us”
Romans 5:8
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John Ronald Blue

September 4, 1935—April 26, 2026



John Ronald Blue, known tomanyas Ron, passed away peacefullyon April 26,2026, in Arlington, Texas, at
theageof9o. Bornon September 4, 193 5, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, hewas the beloved son of Earl Ronald
Blueand Wretha Juanita Teater Blue.

Ronlived alife marked by deep faith, global service,and unwavering dedication to sharing the message of
Chuist. After earning his Bachelorof Arts from the Universityof Nebraska in 1957, he served his countryasa
Lieutenantinthe United States Navy from 1957 to 1960. Following his military service, hespentabrief period
in Columbus, Ohio, where heworked asa certified contactlensfitterat Ohio State University. It was during
thistime thattwo pivotal eventsshaped the course of hislife: hewas introduced to Dallas Theological
Seminaryand mettheloveofhislife, Elizabeth “Libby” Frances Blue.

Ronand Libbywere married in 1962, beginninga partniership thatwould span more than sixdecades.
Togethertheybuiltaloving family, raising three children: Lisa(Tom) Conklin, Laurie(John) Kauer,and
David (Ingrid) Blue. Theywelcomed five grandchildren; Tori (Nolan) Campbell, Dani(Michael) Henson,
AsherKauer, Astrid Blue,and Odin Blue; along with two great-grandchildren; Riley Campbell, Banks
Henson,and one precious newlife soon toarrive. Thelrhvcsweredeeplymtertmned infaith, service,anda
shared calling to ministry. ;
Whilestudyingat Dallas Theological Seminary, wherche medbsTh M.in 1965, Ronsensedacallthat
would define hislife’swork. Whatbegan asaplafitosetve in pastoral ministry shifted dramaticallywhen he
was challenged to consider missionsoverseas. This callingled Ronand Libby to Central Americaand Spain,
whereheserved with the OentralAmenmanssmn from 196 5 t0197 5, ministering, teaching,and pastoring
in Guatemala, El Salvador, Spain,and beyond.”

Afteradecadeonthe mission field, Ronreturried to Dallas wherchc;omed Dallas"l‘heologlcal Seminaryasa
professorand later chairman of the World Missions Department, serving from 1975 to 1992. Hewenton to
serveas President of CAM International (now Avant Ministries) from 1992 to 2000, providing visionary
leadershipand expanding the organization’sglobal reach. Even after his official retirement, Ron’s passion for
ministrydid notwane. In 2000, he returned to Dallas Seminary to found and direct the Spanish Doctorof
Ministry program, equipping leadersacross Latin Americathrough extension classes, including at Seminario
Teoldgico Centroamericano (SETECA) in Guatemala. He continued in this roleuntil his retirementin 2018.
Rorrsinfluence extended far beyond the classroomand the organizations heled. He ministered inevery U.S.
stateand in more than socountries, travelingover 3 million milesin hislifetime in pursuitofhis calling. A
gifted teacherand author, he contributed to numerous theological works, including 7he Bible Knowledge
Commentary, Essaysin HonorofJ.D. Pentecostand authored Evangelismand Missions. Healsoserved on
advisoryand editorial boards, helping to shape evangelical missions thoughtand practice fordecades.

Heis survived by hisdevoted wife, Libby; his three children 8 their spouses; his fivegrandchildren; threegreat-
grandchildren; hisbrother, Dr. Robert Blue; two neicesand one nephew. Healsoleaves behind countless
colleagues, students,and friendsaround the world who were impacted byhis teaching, leadership,and
example,

Ronwill be remembered asa man of deep conviction, humble spirit,and tireless commitment to God'swork.
Hislifestandsasatestament tofaithful obedience, and the far-reaching impactofalife surrendered toa higher
calling,

Inlicu of flowers the family ask thatyou make donations in honor of Ron's legacy to Avant Ministries or Dallas
Theological Seminary.

In Loving Memory

John Ronald Blue

Entered into Life
September 4,193 5 — Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Entered into Eternal Life
April 26,2026 - Arlington, Texas

Celebration of Life
Thursday, May 7, 2026, 2:00 p.m.

Central Bible Church, Fort Worth, Texas
Officiating: Pastor Ryan Rasberry, Central Bible Church

Welcome — Pastor Ryan Raspberry
Scripture Reading & Invocation - John 14:1-4 — Phil O’Day, President, Avant Ministries
Obituary — David Blue, Son
Blue Family - “Hasta Lo Ultimo,” written by Ron Blue

Family Memories and Tributes
Lisa Conklin, Laurie Kauer, & David Blue, Children

“It Is Well”- 1ed by Levi Thomas
Dr. Carlos C. Prather, Missionary, Avant Ministries
Dr. Tony Vasquez, Latin America
Dr. Mark Bailey, Chancellor 8 Professor, Dallas Theological Seminary
“All Hail The Power ofJesus Namé®
Message - Pastor Ryan Rasberry
“Amazing Grace”-led by Levi Thomas

Video Tribute

Benediction — Pastor Ryan Rasberry



