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Order of Service

Processional……………… In My Time (Teddy 
Pendergrass)

Prelude…………………… In My Time (continued)

Obituary……………………………Andre Trotter/ 
Dee Farmer

Prayer…………………………Moment of  Silence

Eulogy………………………… Scott Trotter

Acknowledgements & Condolences…….Family

Song…………………… Your My Latest, My 
Greatest Inspiration (Teddy Pendergrass)

Family Remarks…………………Billy Morgan

Recessional…………………Take Me To The King 
(Tamala Mann)



Obituary -

Calvin Trotter was born to Charlie and Mae Alice Trotter on December 24th, 1941 ; in 
Chattanooga, TN. Calvin was one of four children ( Twin Brother Alvin,  Brother Romeo, Sister 
Charlie Mae) born from his parent's marriage union. Calvin attended Northern High School 
located in the city of Detroit ( Clairmont and Woodward District). During those years students 
living in the Ferndale Community were bused back and forth to school. As a young man Calvin 
and his  brother / best friend Romeo  were employed as bus boys and servers  on  The Dawson 
Cruise Line; For which the ship is still on display at Belle isle. Thankful to their mother Mae Alice 
encouraging them to continue to work there, it kept them out of trouble and safe from the 
streets. Also, during his employment on The Dawson, he met and married Mary Ellen Clark. Four 
great children were born from this union; Calvin , Scott, Andre and Jill. After being a bachelor for 
many years Calvin cross paths with a high school classmate, Elaine Neal. This relationship sparked 
and unified through their marriage in 1986 and brought a wonderful extended family which 
included two beautiful children from Elaine; An adult daughter Wanda (Williams) Oldham. As 
well as a young  son Billy Ronald Morgan II, whom Calvin raised to adulthood. Calvin retired early 
from CMI manufacturing then located in Southfield, MI and transitioned to a successful 
entrepreneur; as he remained until his sunset. For all who knew Calvin, he was a good pool 
player; which his brother Romeo and himself often told many great/entertaining stories about 
their days in the pool halls. Calvin loved horses & was an avid racetrack participant for many 
years. Calvin often stated his sister Charlie Mae introduced his cousin Bobby and himself to the 
racetrack when they were young. He frequented the Hazel Park Racetrack, Kentucky Deby & 
Northville Racetrack where he also had his own reserved table. Whom his longtime head hostess 
Denise, would make sure no one sat at that table unless invited. He shared this table with family 
and longtime friends over the years. In fact, Calvin & Elaine’s very first date was at the Windsor 
Canadian racetrack along with a wonderful dinner. Elaine has the enduring memory of that date:   
They were very well dressed and escorted to the table by the maître d. Elaine was so impressed, 
this made her recall as a young girl how for years her father would  shop for his entire wardrobe 
for the weekend and head to the Kentucky Derby. After 2 years of marriage to Calvin, she 
encouraged him to do the same since he had such a love for the racetrack runners, and  trotters. 
Therefore, for several years he drove his Mercedes Benz with his beloved brother Romeo, cousin 
Bobby & friend Greg to the event. These trips were filled with fun and great memories to share. 
They continued attending the Kentucky Derby each year until health issues took precedent. Even 
during his illness, his son Scott still faithfully took him to one of his favorite racetracks, Northville 
Downs.  The patrons, staff, jockeys and owners all enjoyed his charismatic, magnetic, straight 
forward, and fun personality. Calvin will continue to be known for his advice, big sense humor 
and the wonderful stories he often told of life. 



Calvin expressed his love and being proud of all his children & grandchildren. His 
children were the light of his life, “ His Trotter Dogs!” he would proudly call them. Calvin 
also bragged often of how well his lovely wife Elaine took care of him; and the fun, 
wonderful trips, experiences and love they have had over their 35 years of matrimony. 
One of Calvin’s many accomplishments was being first in his family to have a home 
built from the ground up in Plymouth in 2000. Calvin gave some of the most fun and 
memorable Superbowl & Blue Light in the Basement Parties in the 80’s thru 2019 at his 
Oak Park and Plymouth home. And those were some REAL PARTIES to go down in 
history! Calvin leaves so many wonderful memories for all he knew and loved.  His 
presence is greatly missed. We continue to say with love, You are gone but never 
forgotten. Until we meet again in Soul Heaven. Calvin is  survived by his wife of 35 years, 
Elaine Neal Trotter, son Calvin , son Scott, son Andre (wife Tonya), daughter Jill 
(husband McCarroll),  daughter Wanda (Williams) Oldham who proceeded him in death 
and would have been 62 years old in December; son Billy Ronald Morgan II, his 
awesome grandchildren, and a host of nieces, nephews, extended family and friends.
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