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November 5, 1932 — December 5, 2024




Arlene D. Vanden Hoek, 92, of Britt, passed away on Thursday, December
5, 2024, at the Westview Care Center in Britt.

Arlene Delores Vanden Hoek, the daughter of Fred and Trienette
(Huisinga) Redenius, was born on November 5, 1932, on a farm northwest
of Britt. Arlene graduated from Britt High School in 1950. She graduated
from Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa, with a degree in elementary
education. Arlene taught rural school three years before she was
married, and a baptized/confessing member of the Woden Christian
Reformed Church. On May 28, 1954, she married Kenneth Vanden
Hoek at the Woden Christian Reformed Church. The couple moved to
Minneapolis, Minnesota, where she was employed as a medical secretary
at the University of Minnesota Hospital. In 1955 she and her husband
moved to Des Moines, Iowa, where she taught in the Des Moines School
System. She was also a member of the Des Moines Christian Reformed
Church while there. Later they moved to Britt, Iowa, where she taught
in the Britt Community School System for seventeen years. Arlene, a
kind, conscientious and happy person, was well known and loved by her
students for years after her retirement. It was common to hear former
students fondly say, “Hello Mrs. Vanden Hoek!” and “She was my teacher!”

Arlene was a devoted Christian and a member of the Britt Christian
Reformed Church where she served as president of the Britt Ladies Aid
and taught Sunday School.

Working in the yard, tending to her beautiful flowers and feeding the
many birds and squirrels were favorite pastimes of Arlene’s. In the home,
Arlene enjoyed reading and playing hymns on her electric organ for
husband Ken.

Ken, suffering from Alzheimer’s, was faithfully taken care of in the
home by Arlene for at least seven years before he moved into the nursing
home this past May. Then in November, her 92nd birthday celebration
was held at the nursing home as she was reunited once again with her
husband Ken as roommates. “Your mom was an extraordinary woman,”
a relative recently wrote. Yes she was indeed, loved by so many, and will
be greatly missed.

Arlene is survived by her husband, Kenneth of 70 years; children,
Linda (Pastor Cliff) Hoekstra of Sioux Center, Iowa, and John Vanden
Hoek of Spencer and his fiancée, Kelly Plueger; grandchildren, Keith
(Katie) Hoekstra, Kayla (Scott) Stuerman, Derek (Emily) Vanden Hoek,
Jody Vanden Hoek and her boyfriend, Avery Baker; eight great-
grandchildren; two sisters, Elaine Lillo and Dorothy Eshuis; and many
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; brother, Alfred Redenius, two
sisters, Marjorie Stecker and Gladys Alphs; and grandson, Chad Hoekstra.

Celebrating the Life Of

November 5, 1932 - December 5, 2024

FUNERAL SERVICE
Britt Christian Reformed Church
11:00 a.m., Saturday, December 14, 2024

OFFICIATING
Pastor Kevin Boss — Psalm 8
Pastor Allan Redenius - Psalm 23

TRIBUTES AND POEM
Pastor Cliff Hoekstra

PRAYER AND BLESSING
Pastor Mark Lillo

MUSIC
Peg Eisenman, Organist
“Abide With Me”
Congregational Hymns
“He Leadeth Me” vs. 1,2, & 4
“Just AsTAm “vs. 1, 3, &4
“Because He Lives”
“How Great Thou Art” vs. 1,3, &4

USHERS
Craig Eckels Darren Eckels
CASKET BEARERS
Derek Vanden Hoek Keith Hoekstra
Pastor Mark Lillo Brent Eshuis
Dr. Larry Alphs Arvin Stecker
BURIAL
Evergreen Cemetery
Britt, Iowa

The family invites everyone to a luncheon
in the church fellowship hall immediately
following the committal service.




