Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD for ever.
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James Leslie Harrod, resident of Shawnee, OK passed away on May 10, 2023 surrounded
by family and friends at the young age of 83. James was born on October 6, 1939, in
Seminole, Oklahoma to Haskell Charles Harrod and Mesa Daphne Houck Harrod. James
is survived by his three sisters, Jean Gholston, Sue Wallace and Sharon Rouse, his
significant other, Mary Jo Brown, two daughters, Christie Crawford and Jody Akehurst,
five grandchildren, Lindsey Crawford, Michael Warren, Cody Crawford, Alisha Akehurst
and Kylee Akehurst and three great-grandchildren.

James graduated from Seminole High School in 1958. He attended East Central
University where he received his Bachelor of Education degree. He received his master’s
degree from Oklahoma University and his degree in Education from Oklahoma State
University. James was an avid member of the OSU Posse and enjoyed attending as many

football games with family and friends as he could.

James served in public schools for over 30 years in many capacities ranging from being a
Physics teacher to Superintendent of schools. In 1979 he opened Harrod Construction in

Seminole, Oklahoma and then Harrod Electric in 1996 in Shawnee, Oklahoma.

James served his community as a member of the Kiwana’s and was very proud to have
earned the 32" Degree Scottish Rite Mason. He was also a Past Master of Composite
Lodge 107. The Masonic Lodge was something he took great pride in to pay tribute to his
father who was also a member of the Masonic Lodge. He served as City Commissioner
for 12 years and was a member of numerous other civic organizations. He was always

trying to give back to the community he loved.
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