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Mike McCormick, 78, died early Sunday morning at his home in Shaw-

nee. Mike was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 2025, but contin-

ued working a full schedule and filed his final article for the Lincoln 

County News two weeks ago. “Mike was a journalist through and 

through,” said Lincoln County News editor and publisher Brian Blan-

sett. “He was committed to accuracy and thoroughness and never 

backed away from covering a difficult story. “He was a great friend and 

the most loyal person I’ve ever known. He leaves a hole that will never 

be filled.” Mike was deeply involved in his church and in civic and pro-

fessional organizations. He was a faithful member of St. Benedict’s 

Catholic Church and regularly served as Eucharistic minister. He be-

gan his newspaper career in 1967 as a reporter at the Shawnee News-

Star. He worked at the News-Star for 47 years, becoming city editor in 

1977, managing editor in 1991 and executive editor in 1999. He retired 

in November, 2014, but was soon back in journalism, reporting for the 

Tri-County Herald in Meeker and the Lincoln County News. He often 

won awards from the Associated Press and Oklahoma Press Associa-

tion for his reporting and editorials. He was inducted into the Oklaho-

ma Journalism Hall of Fame in 2005, was president of the Associated 

Press/Oklahoma News Executives committee and served on many 

committees with the Oklahoma Press Association. Mike was a past 

chairman of the Greater Shawnee Chamber of Commerce, served on 

the board of the Salvation Army and St. Gregory’s University and was a 

past president of the Shawnee Rotary. He was deeply involved in the 

International Finals Youth Rodeo and the Pott County Junior Live-

stock Show, volunteering and serving in a variety of roles for both. He 

was an avid hunter and fisherman, especially enjoying quail and tur-

key hunting. Mike was born in Oklahoma City on May 3, 1948, and 

graduated from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School. He attend-

ed St. Gregory’s College, the University of Central Oklahoma, and 

OU. He married the love of his life, Pat Gray, on July 1, 1978. Mike is 

survived by his wife, Pat, of Shawnee; grandson, Liam Jackson, of Nor-

man; son-in-law, Terry Jackson, Jr., of Norman; and sister, Maureen 

Giese, of Oklahoma City. He was preceded in death by his daughter, 

Meghan Jackson; brother, Kevin McCormick; and his parents, John, 

Mary Elizabeth and Roberta McCormick.  

 

 

Michael “Mike” McCormick 
 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Mass 

Saturday, February 14, 2026 

Ten O’clock in the Morning 

St. Benedict Catholic Church 

632 North Kickapoo Ave 

Shawnee, Oklahoma 

 

Officiating 

Reverend Benjamin “Benji” Bandanadam 

 

Private Inurnment 

Calvary Cemetery 

 

Memorial Donations 

St. Gregory’s Abbey 

1900 West MacArthur Street 

Shawnee, Oklahoma 

Date of Birth 

May 3, 1948 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Entered Into Rest 

February 8, 2026 

Shawnee, Oklahoma 


