
In Loving Memory Of  

Marlys M. Swanson  
1935 ~ 2026  

 

The Broken Chain  
We little knew that day, 

God was going to call your name. 

In life, we loved you dearly, 

In death, we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you. 

You did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you, 

The day God called you home. 

You left us peaceful memories, 

Your love is still our guide. 

And although we cannot see you, 

You are always at our side. 

Our family chain is broken, 

And nothing seems the same, 

But as God calls us one by one, 

The chain will link again. 



Marlys May Swanson was born March 25, 1935, in Reliance, 

South Dakota, to Royal and Naomi (Ocheltree) Cosgrove. 

Marlys attended North Cooper School and later attended school in 

Reliance for most of her childhood, except with a period spent 

living with her grandparents in Sacramento, California. She treas-

ured the memories she made during her time with them. Marlys 

graduated from Reliance High School in 1953 and married her 

high school sweetheart, Garry E. Swanson, on August 30, 1953, 

in Reliance, South Dakota. Together they raised four children: 

Lynn, Pamela, Laurie, and Deanna. Over the years, Garry and 

Marlys lived in Indiana, Colorado, Selby, South Dakota, and 

eventually made their home in Chamberlain, where they resided 

for the past 53 years. 

Marlys was a member of the Selby and Reliance Methodist 

Churches, as well as the Chamberlain United Church of Christ. 

Her faith was an important foundation throughout her life. 

Over the years, Marlys held various jobs, but her greatest joy was 

found in being a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother. Of all 

the roles she held, being a grandmother was the one she cherished 

most and where her legacy shines brightest. Marlys and Garry 

played an active role in the lives of their grandchildren, traveling 

throughout the state to support them in activities and sporting 

events. 

Marlys also had a passion for genealogy and spent hours research-

ing her family history. She loved storytelling and often shared 

memories of her childhood and family with those she loved. 

Grateful for having shared her life are her husband, Garry; her 

children, Lynn (Dianne) Swanson of Chamberlain, Pam Hough-

taling of Sioux Falls, Laurie Swanson of Watertown, and Deanna 

(Scott) Handel of Chamberlain; seven grandchildren; ten great-

grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild. She is also sur-

vived by her sisters, June Griffith of Mooreland, Oklahoma, and 

Ruth Ann McManus of Reliance; brother-in-law Donald Waga-

man of Puyallup, Washington; sister-in-law Carolyn Cosgrove of 

Chamberlain; brother- and sister-in-law Kermit and Judy Swan-

son of Chamberlain; along with numerous nieces and nephews. 

Marlys was preceded in death by her parents; her siblings, Cor-

rine, John, and Lindy; a granddaughter; a brother-in-law; and a 

sister-in-law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory Of  

Marlys M. Swanson  
March 25, 1935 ~ May 12, 2026  

 

Graveside Services  

Reliance Cemetery  

Reliance, SD  

10:00 a.m., Tuesday, May 26, 2026  

 

Officiating  

Pastor MaKaela Randall  

 

Everyone is invited for fellowship & refreshments 

at the Reliance Methodist Church in Reliance, SD 

following the graveside services.   


