PSALM 23
A Psalm of David

The Lovd is my shepherd: I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake.

Vea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my (ife: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lovd forever.
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Lester Janssen was born July 17, 1923, to Dietrich
“Dick” and Anna (Beitelspacher) Janssen in
Plymouth County, lowa. Lester was the oldest of five
brothers and one sister. He grew up in the Grant
Township vicinity and attended country school near
Mink Creek.

He did farm work for a time prior to enlisting in the
- Army in 1946. He became a paratrooper, trained in

the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina. Before leaving for the military, he married Lois Carol Barinsky
on January 21st, 1946. They have two children, Rhonda and Paul. Lois
passed away January 27, 1996, just after they celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary.

Upon returning from the Army, Lester went to work for Ireton Block and
Tile which sparked his interest in building. He honed his building skills
under the mentorship of Ben Jacobe. He learned well and went on to
build many homes, the Farmer’s State Bank in Hawarden, the chapel at
Calliope Village and more, including many remodels. He was a
co-owner in the Hawarden Lumber Company and was a long-time active
member of Calliope Village. He certainly enjoyed the friends he made
participating with the Hawarden Farmers Market each summer and his
people at the Senior Center. In February of 2020 Lester was nominated
as Hawarden’s Citizen of the year at 97 years old. Most recently, he
received a letter of appreciation from the U.S. Secretary of Veteran
Affairs as a Centenarian having served in World War Il and now a part
of the country’s “Greatest Generation.”

Lester was a long-time faithful member of Trinity Lutheran Church in
Hawarden. He served as an elder, an usher, and an 8th grade Sunday
school teacher for 40 plus years. He must have left an enduring
impression on many of those 8th graders as they are still friends today.
He was also a member of the Hawarden American Legion Post 254. In
August of 2017, he went to Washington DC on the very first Midwest
Honor Flight accompanied by his daughter. It was a special day indeed
for both.

Lester is survived by his children: Rhonda and her fiancé Rod Hervey of
Indianola, lowa and Paul and his fiancé LaRae Power of Le Mars, lowa;
his brothers, Kenneth (Charlene) Janssen of Hawarden and Harold
(Dixie) Janssen of Tenstrike, Minnesota; and many nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.

Lester was preceded in death by his parents, Dick and Anna Janssen;
his wife, Lois; 2 brothers, Walter and wife Wanda and Melvin and wife
Joyce; his sister, Velma Moller and her husband Robert; and his special
friend, Neva Kircher.

We will always cherish Lester's memory and the values he upheld
throughout his life.

In Loving Memory of

Lester C. Janssen
July 17, 1923 ~ May 25, 2026

FUNERAL SERVICE
10:30 a.m. Monday, June 1, 2026
Trinity Lutheran Church LCMS
Hawarden , lowa
OFFICIATING
Rev. Dr. Joshua Lowe
ORGANIST
Sharon Wakeman
CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS
“In The Cross Of Christ | Glory”
“My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less”
“l Know That My Redeemer Lives”
CASKET BEARERS
Garry Janssen ~ Steven Janssen
Doug Barinsky ~ Mark Barinsky
Darwin Bockelman ~ Dennis Moller
Larry Schuller ~ Brian Koob
HONORARY CASKET BEARERS
Ron Janssen ~ Jim Janssen
Dan Janssen ~ Scott Janssen
Jay Janssen ~ Randy Moller
Gary Kaelke ~ Kervyn Kaelke

MILITARY RITES
Two Oaks American Legion Post 254
lowa Army Honor Guard
INTERMENT
Grace Hill Cemetery
Hawarden, lowa

Please join Lester’s family for lunch and fellowship
at the Hawarden Community Center following the committal service



