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WWith a grateful heart, I thank God for blessing me with a wife asith a grateful heart, I thank God for blessing me with a wife as

devoted, steady, and loving as Mary Jean. She was a woman whosedevoted, steady, and loving as Mary Jean. She was a woman whose

quiet strength, gentle spirit, and unwavering faith shaped our homequiet strength, gentle spirit, and unwavering faith shaped our home

and anchored our family.and anchored our family.
ThThough my heart is heavy, I remain thankful for every year weough my heart is heavy, I remain thankful for every year we

shared, every memory we built, and every moment God allowed usshared, every memory we built, and every moment God allowed us
to walk side by side. Her love will continue to guide me, and herto walk side by side. Her love will continue to guide me, and her
legacy will live on in all of us. I will carry her in my heart always.legacy will live on in all of us. I will carry her in my heart always.  
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shared, every memory we built, and every moment God allowed us

to walk side by side. Her love will continue to guide me, and her
legacy will live on in all of us. I will carry her in my heart always. 

Love Always, Louis.
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Well, son, I'll tell you:Well, son, I'll tell you:

Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.
It's had tacks in it, And splinters,It's had tacks in it, And splinters,

And boards torn up,And boards torn up,
And places with no carpet on the floorAnd places with no carpet on the floor

Bare;Bare;
But all the timeBut all the time

I'se been a-climbin' on, And reachin' landin's, AndI'se been a-climbin' on, And reachin' landin's, And

turnin' corners,turnin' corners,
And sometimes goin' in the dark, Where there ain'tAnd sometimes goin' in the dark, Where there ain't

been no light.been no light.
So boy, don't you turn back;So boy, don't you turn back;

Don't you sit down on the steps,Don't you sit down on the steps,
'Cau'Cause you finds it's kinder hard;se you finds it's kinder hard;

Don't you fall nowDon't you fall now
For I'se still goin', honey,For I'se still goin', honey,

I'sI'se still climbin'e still climbin'
And life for me ain't been no crystal stair.And life for me ain't been no crystal stair.
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dressed that morning would be the last time I'd help you start yourdressed that morning would be the last time I'd help you start your
day. My mind still can't grasp it. You were supposed to be here withday. My mind still can't grasp it. You were supposed to be here with

me. I truly believed we had more time, more mornings, moreme. I truly believed we had more time, more mornings, more

conversations, more moments to share!conversations, more moments to share!
I am lost. I am hurting. And the tears just keep falling because theI am lost. I am hurting. And the tears just keep falling because the

world feels different without you in it. You taught us how to beworld feels different without you in it. You taught us how to be

humble, how to love, how to show compassion, and most of all,humble, how to love, how to show compassion, and most of all,
how to walk with GOD.how to walk with GOD.

You didn't just tell us, you lived it. Every day!! Every moment!! EveryYou didn't just tell us, you lived it. Every day!! Every moment!! Every
sacrifice!! You left big shoes to fill, Momma... but you also left asacrifice!! You left big shoes to fill, Momma... but you also left a

blueprint: faith, grace, strength, and a heart full of love. I will carryblueprint: faith, grace, strength, and a heart full of love. I will carry
your lessons with me, I will honor your name, and will keep walkingyour lessons with me, I will honor your name, and will keep walking

with God, just like you taught us!with God, just like you taught us!
Your absence hurts, but your presence in my life will never fade.Your absence hurts, but your presence in my life will never fade.

Thank you for being my first home, my safe place, and my greatestThank you for being my first home, my safe place, and my greatest
teacher.teacher.

I will love you forever.I will love you forever.
KimKim
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Thank you, GrandmaThank you, Grandma

I Love YI Love You, I would never let a tear fall from your eyes. 'Causeou, I would never let a tear fall from your eyes. 'Cause

everything you were to me, I could never let you hurt inside.everything you were to me, I could never let you hurt inside.
You mean so much, and I'm so thankful you were in my life. IYou mean so much, and I'm so thankful you were in my life. I
appreciate your love and all your sacrifice. Without you by myappreciate your love and all your sacrifice. Without you by my
side, I never could survive. I wouldn't be the adult standingside, I never could survive. I wouldn't be the adult standing
here before the world. You taught me strength, and you gavehere before the world. You taught me strength, and you gave

me guidance. I've been blessed to be raised by a woman some guidance. I've been blessed to be raised by a woman so
strongstrong
'Cause even when I did things wrong, you would show me just'Cause even when I did things wrong, you would show me just
the way that I should carry on. You kept me safe, and youthe way that I should carry on. You kept me safe, and you
protected me with all you had Whenever faith was lost, youprotected me with all you had Whenever faith was lost, you
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find it, and all because my grandma's love is unconditional.find it, and all because my grandma's love is unconditional.
With all my heart and all my soul, I wanna let you know.With all my heart and all my soul, I wanna let you know.
I thank you.I thank you.
I love you. And I would never ever place no one above you.I love you. And I would never ever place no one above you.
You have given me life, and I just want you to know;You have given me life, and I just want you to know;
That you're the reason I'm here today, I will never let go ToThat you're the reason I'm here today, I will never let go To
everything that we share, nothing can compare. I thank you!everything that we share, nothing can compare. I thank you!
I love you! I am grateful to have had you by my side!I love you! I am grateful to have had you by my side!
I will always cherish every memory!I will always cherish every memory!
-Love, Your Grandchildren-Love, Your Grandchildren

Thank you, Grandma
I Love You, I would never let a tear fall from your eyes. 'Cause
everything you were to me, I could never let you hurt inside.
You mean so much, and I'm so thankful you were in my life. I
appreciate your love and all your sacrifice. Without you by my
side, I never could survive. I wouldn't be the adult standing
here before the world. You taught me strength, and you gave
me guidance. I've been blessed to be raised by a woman so
strong
'Cause even when I did things wrong, you would show me just
the way that I should carry on. You kept me safe, and you
protected me with all you had Whenever faith was lost, you
were there to
find it, and all because my grandma's love is unconditional.
With all my heart and all my soul, I wanna let you know.
I thank you.
I love you. And I would never ever place no one above you.
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That you're the reason I'm here today, I will never let go To
everything that we share, nothing can compare. I thank you!
I love you! I am grateful to have had you by my side!
I will always cherish every memory!
-Love, Your Grandchildren
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true sisters. Her kindness, her wisdom, andtrue sisters. Her kindness, her wisdom, and

her gentle spirit made our family stronger.her gentle spirit made our family stronger.
She supported us, prayed for us, and stoodShe supported us, prayed for us, and stood

with us through every season. We will foreverwith us through every season. We will forever
cherish her grace, her laughter, and thecherish her grace, her laughter, and the

warmth she brought into our lives. Love youwarmth she brought into our lives. Love you
always! Your Sister-in-Lawsalways! Your Sister-in-Laws
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her kindness will stay with us always. Love you foreverher kindness will stay with us always. Love you forever
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unknown pain you will endure.
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For the long unknown journey ahead of you.
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For the unseen, unknown pain you will endure.

For the unseen, unknown pain you will endure.

BeBe strong, face toward the fearful of what may come.

 strong, face toward the fearful of what may come.

Tomorrow's not promised, but today you hold.

Tomorrow's not promised, but today you hold.

BeBe kind and gentle, to all you will meet.

 kind and gentle, to all you will meet.

KnowKnow your inner self and respect others.

 your inner self and respect others.

Avoid pain and harm if you can.

Avoid pain and harm if you can.
Stay alive, stay alert, and stay safe.

Stay alive, stay alert, and stay safe.
Don't cry for me, cry for yourself.

Don't cry for me, cry for yourself.
I am home, I am safe, 1 am free.

I am home, I am safe, 1 am free.
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