
 

Marlys Donna Sikorski 
 

Marlys Donna, and her twin brother Marlyn Duane, were born in Milaca, MN 
on October 19, 1930, to Gotthard & Grace (Cone) Ogren. Three older 
brothers welcomed the babies home; another brother and two sisters soon 
joined the family. 
 

Marlys grew up being quite the tomboy, playing 1st base, and shooting 
marbles in Eden, SD. “Sonny & Girlie” contributed to the seventeen-year-run 
of their family delivering the MN Star Tribune. 
 

After graduating from the 8th grade, Marlys entered the ‘workforce’. Although 
she worked as a house girl, she preferred getting outside, doing farm work 
and animal chores. She was content earning 25 cents for each haystack she 
built. Marlys worked at Long’s Resort on Enemy Swim Lake in Waubay, SD, 
then, Mohs’ Café in Appleton, MN. After her family moved to a farm near 
Bellingham, MN, Marlys would walk her younger siblings to school. From 
there, she would go work for Jake Wawers as a caretaker for his wife, Hattie, 
who suffered with Cerebral Palsy. In 1949, when the railroad transferred Jake 
to Fairmount, ND, they asked Marlys to move with them. It was then that 
Marlys met Jake’s son-in-law, Clem Sikorski, and his brother, Vic. 
 

On June 25th, 1952, Marlys married Victor Sikorski at St. John’s Catholic 
Church, Wahpeton, ND. She felt blessed and fortunate to be a stay-at-home 
Mom for their 6 children. She organized her chores with the days of the 
week. Many enjoyed her bread-baking day, including fried bread and 
cinnamon rolls. Marlys instilled her deep sense of faith, care-giving, and solid 
values in her children. 
 

Her hobbies included gardening & canning, fishing, playing cards, watching 
the MN Twins, listening to country music, and socializing with friends of all 
ages.  Marlys was a member of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, St. Ann’s Altar 
Society & Christian Mothers, and served as a circle leader for over 40 years. 
 

Left to cherish Marlys’ memory are her children: Bev (Kirby) Steffens, Brenda 
(Rich) Adolf, Vickie (John) Schuster, & Wayne (Rachelle) Sikorski, all of 
Fairmount; her Grandchildren: Joseph & Adam Sikorski, and JeriBeth 
(Sikorski) Rochstein, Ryan, Lonnie, & Russ Steffens, Michele (Adolf) Brantl, 
and Chris Adolf, Christian Schuster & Hannah Croft, Sean Ping, Nicole 
(Sikorski) Miranowski, Spencer Sikorski, Brian & Dillon Berend, and Nicole 
(Berend) Miller; 26 great-grandchildren, and 2 great-great-grandchildren; 
sisters-in-law: Marge Ogren, Pat Palmer, Marge Kressin, Cathy (brother-in-
law, Pinky) Rubish, Barb Sikorski; along with many nieces and nephews. 
 

Preceding her in death was her husband, Vic (2011), their two sons, Jeff 
(2024) & Jerry (1978); parents, brothers: Milfred, Vernon, Lyle, Marlyn, & 
Elton Ogren, sisters: Darlene Aldag & LaDes Stempfley, and several sisters & 
brothers-in-law. 
 

Marlys was known as “Grama” to most of the town. She will lovingly be  
remembered  for her chocolate chip cookies, a welcoming cup of coffee or ‘beverage,’ 

 and her undying love of family and friends. She loved life! 

1930 - 2025 



Vertin-Munson Funeral Home | Wahpeton, ND | www.vertinmunson.com 

      God saw you getting tired  
            and a cure was not to be,  

      So He put His arms around you  
       and whispered,  

“Come with Me.”  
With tearful eyes we watched you suffer  

  and saw you fade away,  

Although we LOVED YOU DEARLY  

 we could not make you stay.  

A GOLDEN HEART stopped beating  

  hard working hands to rest,  

      God broke our hearts to prove to us  

He only takes the best. 

 

Marlys Donna  
Sikorski 

 
 

Born 
October 19, 1930 | Milaca, Minnesota 

 

Passed Away 
May 13, 2025 | Fargo, North Dakota 

 

Age 
94 Years | 6 Months | 25 Days 

 

Mass of Christian Burial 
10:00 AM | Friday, May 23, 2025 

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church | Fairmount, North Dakota 
 

 Officiant  Organist Soloist 
 Msgr. Brian Donahue Mary Jane Pauly Pinky Rubish 

 
 Congregational Hymns 

Hymn No. 278 - “Amazing Grace” 
Hymn No. 374 - “Just A Closer Walk With Thee” 

Hymn No. 335 - “I Am The Bread of Life” 
Hymn No. 364 - “Song of Farewell” 

Hymn No. 306 - “City of God” 
 

Pallbearers 
All of Marlys’ Grandchildren 

 

Interment at a Later Date 
Calvary Cemetery | Fairmount, North Dakota 

 

 


