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Kirk Lamar Burkholder 
May 22, 1980 - May 4, 2019 
 
Kirk L. Burkholder went to live in Heaven on Saturday, May 4, 2019, following a 
tragic farming accident on the family farm.  

The son of Weldon and Judy Burkholder, Kirk was born on May 22, 1980 and was 
the second of two children.   

Kirk grew up on his family’s grass seed and livestock farm. Upon graduating high 
school, Kirk traveled throughout the USA and abroad, working in the area of agri-
culture. Kirk used the multiple farming perspectives learned in his travels and ap-
plied them appropriately to the family farm. He also worked for the Oregon State 
Police upon being convinced by a friend to apply. Kirk was a valued trooper for 
eight and one-half years before returning to the family farm. Kirk was known for his 
professionalism and ability to relate to the public he proudly served.    

Kirk was known as a man who would give you the shirt off his back, but simultane-
ously as the guy you had to watch as he was always working on his next practical 
joke. Nobody was immune to his good-natured jokes, and he recently went so far 
as convincing his wife, Amanda, she had lost her wedding ring in the sheep stalls 
so he could secretly get it upgraded. Kirk’s adventurous spirit was evident in his 
love for his family, the genuine friendships he shared and his relentless work eth-
ic.        

Kirk was a lifelong member of Fairview Mennonite Church and his faith guided his 
life. He enjoyed hunting and farming, but most of all, building a relationship with his 
family. 

Kirk is preceded in death by his father, Weldon Burkholder.  He is survived by his 
loving wife of nine years, Amanda Miller Burkholder; his three children, Adelina, 
Lillie Mae and Andrew; his mother, Judy Burkholder; and his brother, Kent 
Burkholder, and family.   

Kirk has touched and impacted so many lives. His friendship will be missed. 

In lieu of flowers, a donation fund has been created by the Santiam Christian 
School for the future education of his children. Additionally, the Kirk Burkholder 
Memorial Fund has an account at Umpqua Bank for donations to assist Amanda 
and their children.   

A viewing is scheduled from 5 to 8 p.m. on Friday, May 10, at AAsum-Dufour Fu-
neral Home. A service to celebrate Kirk’s life will be at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 
11, at Fairview Mennonite Church, followed immediately by a graveside service at 
the church. A fellowship reception will be held at the multipurpose building thereaf-
ter.   

 

Celebrating 
 THE LIFE OF  



K I R K  L A M A R  B U R K H O L D E R  
May 22, 1980 — May 4, 2019  

Funeral Service  
Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 1:30 p.m.  

Fairview Mennonite Church, Albany, Oregon 

Prelude Eliza Burkholder  

Welcome & Prayer Pastor Phil Schrock 

Congregational Song 
“It Is Well” 

Chris Burkholder  

Obituary Steve Arnie  

Message Pastor Brandon Funk  

Special Song 
“Lord I Need You” 

Pastor Brandon Funk  

Reading of Memories/ Open Mic  Pastor Phil Schrock, Mark Trask  
& Jeff Brubaker  

Slideshow  

Closing Remarks & Prayer Pastor Phil Schrock 

Committal Service 

Special Prelude Music Jay Garza  

Special Songs 
       “Sing to Me of Heaven” 
       “Where the Soul Never Dies”  

Jess Ropp, Randy Smucker,  
Ben Gerig & Jamison Headings  

Committal Pastor Brandon Funk  

Honor Guard  

Special Song Jay Garza  

Closing Prayer                                                                         Pastor Brandon Funk  

Casket Bearers 
Kent Burkholder, Ethan Miller, Ryan Howell, Wade Starbuck, 

James Halsey, Jim Andrews, Brant Burkholder & Alan Headings 
 

Honorary Casket Bearers 
Adelina Burkholder, Lillie Mae Burkholder, Andy Burkholder,  

Evan Burkholder, Noah Burkholder, Olivia Burkholder, Jenna Burkholder, 
Mitchell Haltman & Marty Miller 

 
Everyone is invited to a reception immediately following the service. 

In Loving Memory of 

 

 

Psalm 23 NLT 
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; 
I have all that I need. 

2 He lets me rest in green meadows; 
he leads me beside peaceful streams. 

3 He renews my strength. 
He guides me along right paths, 

bringing honor to his name. 
4 Even when I walk 

through the darkest valley, 
I will not be afraid, 

for you are close beside me. 
Your rod and your staff 

protect and comfort me. 
5 You prepare a feast for me 

in the presence of my enemies. 
You honor me by anointing my head with oil. 

My cup overflows with blessings. 
6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will 

pursue me 
all the days of my life, 

and I will live in the house of the Lord 
forever. 


