So- it’s important to- appreciate the life
we hawe right now. To- be thankful for
the people that God has placed in owr
lives. Fomily. Friends. Owr chuuwrch
fomily. Challenging people who- help us
to- grow. Be quick to- forgive and quick-
er to- love one another. Let go of old
hwuts. Donwt nurse new ones. Inw every-
thing give thanks and praise to-God.

And remember one importont thing.
Time conv drag out or speed ahead; but
God never changes.

a quote Bob kept, now shared

i his memory
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(Lockwood) Batchelder. He was baptized in Immanuel
[ Lutheran Church in Akron, Iowa on December 22,
S S 1963. Robert attended West Sioux Community Schools
# where he graduated in 1982, then pursued a degree at
5 Western Iowa Tech Community College in Livestock
Management, graduating in 1983.

Robert shared 10 years of marriage with Michelle
Edmunds, making their home in Ireton, Iowa. To this
union, 2 children were born, Amanda Mae Batchelder
and Alexandria Jean Batchelder. Robert was employed at the COOP in Ireton
before transitioning to work for the city of Ireton. During this time, he was a
volunteer fireman and completed the police academy in Des Moines, lowa
eventually becoming a police officer for the city of Ireton. In 1995, Robert
took a position at the grain elevator in Hawarden.

Robert began working at Hillcrest Health Care Center in the maintenance
department in Hawarden until he retired in 2009. This is where he met his
future wife, Kathy Jean Small. Robert and Kathy married on August 6, 2005.
They made their home in Hawarden where they were actively involved in the
United Methodist Church until Kathy passed away peacefully January 31,
2020.

Robert enjoyed spending time managing his Courier service and assisting
with Boyer Fireworks during the summer. Robert also took great pleasure in
helping Randy Van Wyhe during the harvest season. He was also a proud
member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles 1865 where he served as the
secretary. The FOE brought immense joy to Robert by organizing social
events and strengthening the foundation of the business during its renewal.
He entered eternal rest on January 10, 2026

Most of all, Robert loved his children, grandchildren, and all the people he
met. He is survived by his parents, James and Carol Batchelder; his sister,
Robin (James) Block; daughters, Amanda Batchelder and Alexandria
(Travis) Osterkamp; 3 stepdaughters, Royale Andrews, Brandie (Levi)
Backes, and Amber (Chris) Minor; grandchildren, Rhetley Osterkamp, Kasey
Andrews, Reece Andrews, Colin Backes, Wyatt Backes, Ciara Backes, and
Nash Minor; Kathy’s parents, Gayland and Selma Small; a nephew, Logan
Block and niece, Jordan (Tyler) Van Voorst and children as well as several
other extended family members from Kathy’s family.

Robert is preceded in death by his wife, Kathy Batchelder; his paternal
grandparents, Leo and Francis Batchelder; his maternal grandparents, John
Lockwood and Wilma Kulvik; and other loved family members.

Celebrating The Life Of
Robert Preston Batchelder

October 26, 1963 TF January 10, 2026

MEMORIAL SERVICE
11:00 a.m. Thursday, January 15, 2026
Porter Funeral Home
Hawarden, Iowa

OFFICIANT
Pastor Carolyn Salberg

SPECIAL MUSIC
“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” Alan Jackson
“Here I Am, Lord” Daniel O’Donnell
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” Ricky Van Shelton

HONORARY URN BEARERS
Don Huebner ~ David Huebner
Jim Block ~ Logan Block
Gary Anderson ~ Marv Kaskie
Luke Boyer ~ Randy Van Wyhe

PRIVATE FAMIY INURNMENT
Grace Hill Cemetery
Hawarden, Iowa

Please join Bob’s family for lunch and fellowship
at the Eagle’s Club following the service.



