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I'd like the memory of me Q{aymonc[ H. Messner
To be a happy one, SEPTEMBER 2, 1935 — JULY 21, 2026
I'd like to leave Services At:

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church - Hancock

an afterglOW ()f ’ é f Saturday, August 22, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.
Officiating Clergy:

when life is done. Reverend Julius Miller
I'd like to leave an echo Organist:
. . Sandy Pahl
Whispering softly down the ways, e

Congregational Hymns:

Of happy times and laughing times “Amating Grace”

“What A Friend We Have In Jesus”

And bright & sunny days. The ldRugsed Crovs

) : : Pallbearers:
I d hke the tearS Of those Who grleve’ Phillip Messner, Andrew Messner, Matthew Notsch
T() dry bef()[‘e the sun Cole Klein, Austin Goldenstien, Brady Goldenstien

m@mm Honorary Pallbearers:

Sarah Amundson, Amy Messner, Kayla Klein

.that.l leave behlnd Jenelle Klein, Lisa Notsch, Katelyn Elvebak
When llfe IS dOﬂe . Military Honors:

Morris American Legion, V.F.W., AmVets
Minnesota State Honor Guard

Interment:
Lakeside Cemetery
Hancock, Minnesota



Raymond H. Messner, lovingly known as Ray, passed away surrounded by the love of
his family on July 21, 2026. Born on September 2, 1935, at the hospital in Morris, | N L O V 1 N G
Minnesota, Ray was the son of Raymond and Alice (Halvorson) Messner. He was raised
in rural Stevens County, attending District 23 Country School before graduating from
Hancock High School.

Ray proudly served his country in the United States Army from December 5, 1957,
until April 1960. While serving, he married the love of his life, June Aaberg, on March
22, 1958. Together they built a life centered on faith, family, and farming, sharing 68
wonderful years of marriage and raising three children: Allen, Laurie, and Robert.

Following his military service, Ray returned home to take over the family farm, where
he devoted his life to farming until his retirement. Even after retiring from farming, Ray
remained active in the community and the Morris American Legion. He worked at
Spencer Triangle Cabinet Shop, transported vehicles for Heartland Motor Company,
drove for Hancock Feed & Seed and jumped at any opportunity to drive tractor or truck
for the Greiner brothers.

More than anything, Ray cherished time spent with his family and friends. He was an
exceptionally proud father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, and never missed an
opportunity to brag about his family. His greatest joy was watching his family grow
through the years and celebrating the accomplishments of his children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

Ray was a devout member of the First Congregational Church of Hancock until the
date of its closing. During that time, he held many positions in the church and
developed very close relationships with fellow members. When Congo closed, Ray and
June then joined Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church in Hancock where he belonged until
his passing.

When he wasn't spending time with June or surrounded by family, Ray could often be
found enjoying a cup of coffee at By-Lo, playing cards at Hancock Co-op and Morris
Senior Center, attending many high school sporting events, pitching horseshoes,
bowling, attending area races and threshing shows, or visiting one of his favorite local
restaurants. Ray also had a love of hunting, which is a pastime he shared with his kids
and grandkids, and even when it wasn’t possible for him to come along, he enjoyed
taking part in all the storytelling by his family as they continued feeding his passion.
His warm smile, friendly conversation, and genuine interest in others made him a
familiar and welcome presence wherever he went.

Ray is lovingly survived by his wife, June (Aaberg) Messner; his children: Allen
(Lisa) Messner of Fargo, North Dakota; Laurie (Ricky) Notsch of Chokio, Minnesota;
and Robert (Shelley) Messner of Hancock, Minnesota. He is also survived by his
grandchildren: Sarah (Brad) Amundson, Amy Messner, Kayla Klein, Cole (Shelby)
Klein, Jenelle Klein, Matthew (Jayne) Notsch, Lisa Notsch, Philip (Brittany) Messner,
Andrew (Tori) Messner and Katelyn (Masyn) Elvebak; 15 cherished great-
grandchildren; sister-in-law: Delores Aaberg of Glenwood; along with many nieces,
nephews, relatives, and friends who will miss him dearly.

Ray was preceded in death by his parents, Raymond and Alice (Halvorson) Messner;
his grandparents; his sister, Jeanette (Messner) Koehntop, two infant sisters, and several
brothers/sisters-in-law.

Ray will be remembered for his unwavering work ethic, his devotion to his family, his
love of farming, and his gift for making everyone feel like a friend. His legacy lives on
through the family he loved so deeply and the countless memories they will forever
treasure. e
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Please use this QR Code to access - - @
Raymond’s online guestbook and tribute video. Funeral & Cremation Service



