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“Farther Along” - Hank Snow
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GRANDPA RON

When stoicism and softness,

can become enveloped in one man,
it’s understandable that it’d be you.
Alegacy built upon rough hands;
the hands that were always willing
to reach out to help;
whether that be a stranger in need,
or a family member to cherish.
There will always be a wisdom
that connects us to you.
Wisdom gained in the vigor
to attain such a legacy to carry on-
Where ego had no place,
and gratitude flourished.

When the sunny days and open skies,
meant fields of green and smiling eyes.
With gracious hugs we all looked forward
to receiving when we meet again,
beyond pearled gates.

a Poem written by Ron’s Granddaughter:
BREE

Ronald ”Ron” Duane Martinson, 84, of Gillette, WY passed
away on Friday, April 17, 2026 at Billings Clinic in Billings,
Mt. Ron was born in Madison, SD on November 1, 1941 to
Alexander and Laura (Forbragd) Martinson. Ron grew up in
Madison and quit school in the 9th grade. He worked at the
towns largest employer, Winks Produce. Later taking a job
at Foremost Dairy delivering milk, and working as a
substitute for drivers in nearby towns while they were on
vacation. Ron was 16 when he met Carol Bidwell. When he
was 20 they were married by the justice of the peace at
Pipestone, MN on February 22, 1962. They lived in Madison
while Ron went to Auto Mechanics school in Sioux Falls,
SD. He graduated in 1965 at which time the family moved to
Volga, SD, later moving into Brookings where Ron worked
at Oines/Einsbar Motors. In 1971 Ron decided he wanted to
be his own boss, so the family moved to Deadwood, SD
where Ron took over the Standard Service Station on
Sherman Street. There he earned a certificate for Service
Station Management in 1972. For a time he also ran a gas
station on Main Street in Lead, SD. In 1982 Ron was ready to
try something new, so he started Martinson Ditching and
moved to Gillette, WY. He met Dave and Marie Hansen of
M.D. Electric who helped him get acquainted with local
businesses. Before long Ron stared MCM along side of
Martinson Ditching. Ron loved this job and was proud of
his sons coming in to help and later taking over operations
of the business. He enjoyed helping out and giving advice.
Ron was an easy going man, who helped out everyone he
could and treated everyone with respect. Ron is survived by
his wife Carol of Gillette, WY, Their four children, Diana
(Mark) Martinson, Julie (Scott) Martinson, James (Claudia)
Martinson and Michael (Gwyn) Martinson , 12
grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren He was preceded
in death by an infant son, Randy Lee Martinson and one
infant daughter, Donna June Martinson, his parents, a
brother, Don and three sisters, Alvina, Janice and Ardis.
John 20:29 | ”Blessed are those who have not
seen. Yet believed.” Believe in this as Ron did.
Memorial and condolences may be sent in care to Walker
Funeral Home 410 S. Medical Arts Court Gillette, WY 82716
or expressed at www.walkerfuneralgillette.com

Luke 11:9

So I say to you: Ask and it will be

given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will'be
opened to you.




(0D HATH NOT PROMISED
SKIES ALWAYS BLUE,
' FLOWER-STREWN PATHWAYS %
ALL OUR LIVES THROUGH;
(oD HATH NOT PROMISED
SUN WITHOUT RAIN,
JOY WITHOUT SORROW,
PEACE WITHOUT PAIN.
But GOD HATH PROMISED
STRENGTH FOR THE DAY,
REST FOR THE LABOR,
LIGHT FOR THE WAY.
GRACE FOR THE TRIALS,
HELP FROM ABOVE,
UNFAILING SYMPATHY
UNDYING LOVE...
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