Noreen Jennie Richards

Noreen was born March 12, 1934, to Victor and Jennie (Hentila) Kosola on the farm at
Horse Creek attended by a midwife. She weighed 3 pounds and for the first few weeks of
life was kept in a shoebox by the stove. Noreen joined siblings, lone, Howard, Hazel,
Harold, and Marvin.

She attended grade school at the Winkler School until the 8" grade and then she
graduated Newell High School in 1952.

Upon graduation Noreen married local rancher Dale Richards on June 15, 1952, and
began ranch life northeast of Newell on Willow Creek. To this union were born sons,
Monte and Rick, and daughter, Rhonda.

Through the years, Noreen held a variety of interests including bowling, watching the
Denver Bronco football team, car racing, and bird watching.

Music had a tremendous role in her life. She played the accordion and often took part
in jam sessions — traveling long distances and through storms to get there. She sang all the
time and the radio was always on. Sunday morning the gospel songs were playing and she
was an avid listener of the Grand Ole Opry.

Later in life, she would fulfill a lifelong dream of going to Nashville, TN, several
times, along with Branson, MO.

Gardening was also an interest and she spent time canning and helping her son, Monte,
with his garden at Vale.

Noreen was noted for her cooking skills and family gatherings were very important to
her with lots of food to go around. Angel food cake, baked beans, and fried chicken were
among her specialties. Several cowboys came to the Richards branding just for her
dinner.

She was an immaculate housekeeper and a tidy house she did keep. She prided herself
on a clean house and had two seasons in which she kept — spring and fall housekeeping —
which actually seemed to be year around to many.

Her Finnish heritage was important to her and she kept in touch with extended family
in Finland. Holidays were highlights for her. She enjoyed her family around her and
made efforts to establish special memories, instituting Easter egg dying and Christmas
parties for the grandchildren and later her great-grandchildren.

Her life with Dale on the ranch was always busy. They never took a trip that didn’t
involve horses and she was interested in the cattle herd until late in life. Spring on Willow
Creek, where she could see the foals and calves, was among her favorite times of year and
she enjoyed checking the livestock with son, Rick.

Noreen Jennie (Kosola) Richards, 82, of rural Newell, SD, passed away July 13, 2016.

She is survived by sons, Monte, Vale, and Rick (Deb), Newell; and daughter, Rhonda
(Randy) Vallery, Nisland; grandchildren, LaRae (Chad) Hanson, Lonnie Richards, and
Codi (Brian) Mills; great-grandchildren, Aspen and Hunter Hanson, Justin, Daycie, and
Brodie Richards, and Kimber Mills; sister-in-law, June Kosola; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Noreen was preceded in death by parents, Victor and Jennie; in-laws, Burnie and
Thelma Richards; husband, Dale; siblings, lone, Howard, Hazel, Harold, and Marvin;
infant twin brothers; and two infant sisters.

A memorial has been established to Make A Wish Foundation.

Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com.

The family would like to invite you to join them for fellowship and lunch following the
service at the N.V.N. Senior Center. We thank for your presence and condolences.

In Loving Memory Of

Noreen Jennie Richards
1934 ~ 2016
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The Broken Chain

We little knew that morning that
God was going to call your name.
In life we loved you dearly.

In death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you.
You did not go alone,
for part of us went with you
the day God called you home.

You left us peaceful memories.
Your love is still our guide.
And though we cannot see you,
you are always at our side.

Our family chain is broken
and nothing seems the same,
but as God calls us one by one,
the Chain will link again.

In Loving Memory Of

Noreen Jennie Richards

Born
March 12, 1934
Newell, South Dakota

Died
July 13, 2016
Rapid City, South Dakota

Funeral Service
Monday, July18, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.
First Lutheran Church
Newell, South Dakota

Officiating
Pastor Marcia Brennan

Organist
Butch Samuelson

Soloist
Vonda Mahaffy

Musical Selections
“On The Wings Of A Dove” “The Old Rugged Cross”
“How Great Thou Art” “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”

Pallbearers
Monte Richards ~ Rick Richards ~ Randy Vallery
Lonnie Richards ~ Brian Mills ~ Chad Hanson

Honorary Pallbearers
Kenneth Jaukkuri ~ Myron Weiss
Carol Weiss ~ Rose Van Sickle
All Other Family and Friends

Interment
Richards Family Ranch Cemetery
Newell, South Dakota



