
Robert Ernest Wakefield 
November 7, 1940 - October 30, 2019 
 
Robert (Bob) Wakefield peacefully passed away at home on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 30, 2019. 
 
Robert Ernest Wakefield was born November 7, 1940, to Ernest and Lattie 
Wakefield in Water Valley, Mississippi. 
 
Bob is survived by his wife of 55 years, Sonja Flesland Wakefield; daughter, 
Mandi Wakefield; son, Brett and wife, Carie Wakefield; grandsons, Mason and 
Braden Wakefield; as well as multiple nieces, nephews, and their spouses.   
 
Preceding him in death are his son, Thad; his parents, Ernest and Lattie Wake-
field; and sisters, Martha, Margie and Sue. 
 
Bob grew up coon hunting with his father and picking cotton with the family. In 
school, he excelled at most sports and worked part-time at a roller rink. At age 
15, the family moved to Jefferson, Oregon to be near his sisters. Bob said the 
girls just loved his southern accent. Once again, Bob excelled in sports. He 
held the high jump record for many years. Upon graduation in 1959, he contin-
ued working at the service station that was part-time as he attended school. 
 
In 1961, Bob headed to California to join the Marine Corps in Oceanside. He 
served in the tank division. His unit sailed to Cuba (Bay of Pigs) and they did a 
tour in Vietnam. He was always proud to have been a Marine.   
 
After he returned from Vietnam, he met his future wife, Sonja. She thought he 
was the nicest, sweetest guy she had ever met. So, when he asked, she said 
yes. They were married on November 8, 1964.   
 
Upon his discharge in 1965, they traveled to Jefferson, Oregon.  Sonja was 
impressed with his family and Oregon’s beautiful weather (warm enough for 
family picnics in March). After a visit to Minnesota, Sonja’s home state, it 
snowed. They decided to return to Oregon and raise a family.   
 
They bought a home in Jefferson.  Bob had many employments while there: 
Willamette Industries, Contractor in Reforestry, and leased two service stations 
(one in Jefferson, then one in Albany). After working with a contractor building 
homes, he obtained a contractor’s license. He then worked for Hamby’s Realty, 
building homes and maintaining Hamby’s rentals. He officially retired in 2018. 
 
In 1971, Bob and Sonja purchased two acres of “God’s Little Green Acres” in 
the Dever Conner area. They agreed that country living was a great way to 
raise their family.   
 
Bob played softball in the Jefferson Parks League.  Later on, the family played 
softball in an Albany Church League and a Jefferson Parks League.   
 
Then their son, Thad, introduced the family to bowling. Our family and Bob’s 
two sisters formed a team at AMF. Bob enjoyed fishing and all the family pi-
nochle parties, but he loved bowling and went to many tournaments for years. 
Bob and Sonja continued bowling at Lakeshore Lanes.   
 
Bob will be missed by family and the many friends he has made over the years. 
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In Honored Memory of 

 

Robert “Bob” Wakefield 
 

Age 78 
 
 
 

BORN 
November 7, 1940 

Water Valley, Mississippi 
 
 
 

ENTERED INTO REST 
October 30, 2019 
Albany, Oregon 

 
 
 

GRAVESIDE SERVICE 
Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 1 p.m.  

Willamette Memorial Park 
Albany, Oregon 

 
 
 

OFFICIANT  
Pastor Kelly Dufour 

 
 
 

LAID TO REST 
Willamette Memorial Park 

Albany, Oregon 
 
 
 
 

Military honors provided by 
United States Marine Corps & 

American Legion Post 10 

23rd 
 Psalm 

 

 
             THE LORD IS MY Shepherd; I SHALL NOT WANT. 
 

HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES; 
 

He leadeth me BESIDE THE STILL WATERS. 
 

HE RESTORETH MY SOUL; HE LEADETH ME IN THE  
 

 PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

for His name’s sake. 
 

YEA, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE  
 

 SHADOW OF DEATH, I will fear no evil;  
 

FOR THOU ART WITH ME; THY ROD AND 
 

THY STAFF they comfort me. 
 

THOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE 
 

PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES; 
 

THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL; 
 

 my cup runneth over. 
 

SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL FOLLOW 
 

 ME ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE;  AND I WILL 
 

 DWELL IN THE house of the Lord forever. 
 

 
 


