IN LOVING MEMORY OF

THOMAS A. ZIMMERMAN
“TOM,,

JUNE 21, 1945 - MAY 25, 2026



THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD; | SHALL NOT
WANT. HE MAKES ME LIE DOWN IN GREEN
PASTURES. HE LEADS ME BESIDE STILL
WATERS. HE RESTORES MY SOUL. HE
LEADS ME IN PATHS OF RIGHTEQCUSNESS
FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE. EVEN THOUGH I
WALK THRCUGH THE VALLEY OF THE
SHADOW OF DEATH, | WILL FEAR NO EVIL,
FOR YOU ARE WITH ME; YOUR ROD AND
YOUR STAFF, THEY COMFORT ME. YOU
PREPARE A TABLE BEFCRE ME IN THE
PRESENCE OF MY ENEMIES; YOU ANOINT
MY HEAD WITH OIL; MY CUP OVERFLOWS.
SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL
FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE,
AND | SHALL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF
THE LORD FOREVER.
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THOMAS ALLEN ZIMMERMAN, KNOWN AFFECTIONATELY AS TOM, PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY ON MAY 25,

2026, IN SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPI, SURROUNDED BY HIS LOVING FAMILY. BORN ON JUNE 21, 1945, IN
MANKATO, MINNESOTA, TOM'S LIFE WAS A RICHLY WOVEN TAPESTRY OF INNOVATION, DEVOTED FAMILY

LOVE, AND UNWAVERING FAITH.

TOM WAS A MAN OF REMARKABLE TALENTS AND PIONEERING SPIRIT. HIS EARLY CAEER WAS MARKED BY
GROUNDBREAKING ACHIEVEMENTS WHEN, WHILE WORKING AT E.F. JOHNSON, HE DEVELOPED THE FIRST CB
RADIO~A TESTAMENT TO HIS INGENUITY AND PASSION FOR COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY. HIS
FORMIDABLE EXPERTISE AS AN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER BLOSSOMED FURTHER AT LITTON MICROWAVES,
WHERE HE EARNED SEVERAL PATENTS, SHOWCASING HIS DEDICATION TO ADVANCING THE FIELD. LATER,

AS A CADD DESIGNER AT THOMAS & BETTS, TOM'S INVENTIVE MIND SHONE BRIGHTLY THROUGH THE
DEVELOPMENT AND PATENTING OF INNOVATIVE SPORTS LIGHTING SOLUTIONS, NOTABLY INCLUDING THE
STADIUM LIGHTS GRACING THE MEMPHIS REDBIRDS STADIUM—A LASTING LEGACY SEEN AND ADMIRED BY

MANY.
EDUCATED IN USAAMS COMMUNICATIONS ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT REPAIR, TOM SERVED WITH HONOR AS A

US ARMY VIETNAM VETERAN IN 1967. HIS MILITARY DECORATIONS, INCLUDING THE NATIONAL SERVICE
DEFENSE MEDAL, VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL, SHARP SHOOTER RIFLE MEDAL, AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL,

ATTEST TO HIS COURAGE AND COMMITMENT. HIS TRAINING IN RADIO AND ELECTRONICS FORMED THE

FOUNDATION FOR HIS PROFESSIONAL PURSUITS, WHICH HE CARRIED WITH GREAT PRIDE.

BEYOND HIS PROFESSIONAL LIFE, TOM WAS A HUMBLE MAN WHOSE HEART BELONGED FOREMOST TO THOSE
HE LOVED. A DEVOTED FAMILY MAN, HIS GREATEST PRIDE WAS HIS FAMILY: HIS CHERISHED WIFE JUDY
ZIMMERMAN, WITH WHOM HE SHARED 56 YEARS OF MARRIAGE AND A DEEP BOND STRENGTHENED BY FOUR
DECADES AS ACTIVE MEMBERS OF EAST WIN CHRISTIAN CHURCH. TOGETHER, THEY SERVED AS ELDERS
AND PILLARS OF FAITH AND COMMUNITY. TOM'S LEGACY LIVES ON VIBRANTLY THROUGH HIS CHILDREN-
MOLLIE (TIM) VANDERHOOK, MARK (JENN) ZIMMERMAN, AND MANDIE (NIC) ZIMMERMAN-PORTO~HIS
TREASURED GRANDCHILDREN KAYLA (CONNALL) WOOLDRIDGE, HALEY (ANDREW) MORGAN, LEAH
ZIMMERMAN, ALEXANDRA PORTO, COLLIN PORTO, BRYCE VANDERHOOK, TIMMY VANDERHOOK, AND COLLIN
VANDERHOOK, AND HIS BELOVED GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN BLAKELY WOOLDRIDGE, HENDRIX MORGAN, AND
HUNTER WOOLDRIDGE. AS WELL AS A HOST OF OTHER FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

TOM'S LOVE FOR THE OUTDOORS WAS INFECTIOUS. HE WAS AN AVID MINNESOTA HUNTER AND FISHERMAN,
CHERISHING PEACEFUL WALKS AROUND THE LAKE ALONGSIDE HIS DOGS AND A STEADFAST FAN OF THE
MINNESOTA VIKINGS AND MINNESOTA TWINS. HIS GENTLE NATURE EXTENDED TO ALL CREATURES, AND HIS

HOME WAS A SANCTUARY FOR PETS, REFLECTING HIS ENCOMPASSING LOVE FOR LIFE. HIS ENJOYMENT OF

COMMUNITY EXTENDED THROUGH SPIRITED PARTICIPATION IN HIS CHURCH BOWLING AND SOFTBALL
TEAMS, MOVING MINISTRIES, AND CHURCH SECURITY EFFORTS, EMBODYING A LIFE OF SERVICE AND
INVOLVEMENT.

HIS SPIRIT OF HOSPITALITY AND LOVE WILL BE DEEPLY MISSED BY HIS SISTER AND BROTHER-IN-LAW,
CONNIE AND STEVE ECCLES, AND HE CARRIES FORTH THE MEMORY OF THOSE DEAR TO HIM WHO
DEPARTED BEFORE: HIS PARENTS CHET AND MYRTLE ZIMMERMAN, STEP-MOTHER LIL ZIMMERMAN,
SIBLINGS BOBBY ZIMMERMAN, GENE (PAT) ZIMMERMAN, HERB (MARY) ZIMMERMAN, ROGER (PAT)
ZIMMERMAN, AND GARY (CHAR) ZIMMERMAN, AND HIS BELOVED DOG JACK.

THE LEGACY OF TOM ZIMMERMAN IS ONE CARVED IN THE FIRM ROCK OF FAMILY, FAITH, AND INNOVATION.
HIS LIFE WAS A RADIANT EXAMPLE OF DEVOTION-TO HIS LOVED ONES, TO HIS COUNTRY, AND TO HIS
CRAFT. HIS KINDNESS, PIONEERING MIND, AND GENTLE STRENGTH ECHO IN EVERY LIFE HE TOUCHED.

A MEMORIAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE TOM'S EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY WILL BE HELD ON JUNE 20, 2026,
FROM 2:00 P.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M. AT TWIN 0AKS MEMORIAL GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME, 290 GOODMAN

ROAD EAST, SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPL. FRIENDS AND FAMILY ARE INVITED TO GATHER AND HONOR A LIFE
SO PROFOUNDLY LIVED.
AS WE REMEMBER TOM, WE HOLD CLOSE THE WARMTH OF HIS LAUGHTER, THE QUIET PATIENCE OF HIS

PRESENCE, AND THE STEADFAST LIGHT OF HIS LOVE-EACH A BEACON TO GUIDE US FORWARD. HIS STORY,
ETCHED IN THE HEARTS OF THOSE PRIVILEGED TO KNOW HIM, IS A MIGHTY CALL TO LIVE FULLY, LOVE

GENEROUSLY, AND DREAM BOLDLY.



