
 

 

 

If Tears Could Build a Stairway 

If tears could build a stairway 

And memories were a lane 

We would walk right up to heaven 

And bring you back again. 
 

No farewell words were spoken 

No time to say goodbye 

You were gone before we knew it 

And only God knows why 

 

Our hearts still ache in sadness 

And secret tears still flow 

What it meant to lose you 

No one can ever know 
 

But now we know you want us 

To mourn for you no more 

To remember all the happy times 

Life still has much in store 
 

Since you’ll never be forgotten 

We pledge to you today 

A hallowed place within our hearts 

Is where you’ll always stay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of  

Darrell Edward Ellis  
March 20, 1955 ~ January 22, 2024 

 

Funeral Service  

United Church of Christ, Chamberlain, SD  

2:00 p.m., Friday, January 26, 2024 

 

Officiating  

Rev. Jim Oleson  

 

Casketbearers  

Dylan Greg Damian Rogan 

Quentin Rogan Kenny Selland 

Shawn Miller Heath Woodraska 

 

Interment  

Graceland Cemetery, Oacoma, SD  

Arrangements By: Hickey Funeral Home, Chamberlain, SD  



Darrell Edward Ellis was born to Betty Ann (Schooler) and Wayne 

Ellis on March 20, 1955 in Chamberlain, South Dakota. He was 

raised in the countryside with his six siblings and as a child 

enjoyed being on the farm, hunting and fishing, and spending 

time with family and friends. Darrell trained his horse to pull a 

wagon to help out with farming chores.  

Darrell got his GED at Job Corps in Nemo, South Dakota and went 

on to drive semi-truck and work construction.   

Darrell moved to Chamberlain in 1969 with his family where he 

lived most of his life. He married Denise Emerson in the summer 

of 1980, moved to Florida and together they had two children 

Richard and Nicole. Darrell moved back to South Dakota where he 

married Dawn Hempel for a short time.  He raised his children in 

South Dakota and they enjoyed traveling and camping.   

He won many badges and awards with his cars over the years, a 

great pride of his.  

He enjoyed sharing stories, the stars and planets in the night sky, 

fishing and being outside, watching NASCAR races, drawing and 

woodworking, old rock music, collecting rocks and fossils, taking 

pictures of what he enjoyed, and teaching the kids how to fish. He 

also enjoyed participating in holiday parades with his Mystery 

Machine and bringing his car to any car show he could find.  

Darrell loved spending time with his family and friends, he was a 

hard working man that would help anyone he could, stranger or 

not.  

He was a very diligent worker and loved to work on his personal 

cars along with anyone elses . 

He was very proud of his 35+ years of sobriety. He shared the last 

15 years of his life with his girlfriend Monica and enjoyed watching 

movies, playing dice and cards, and caring for their beloved feline 

friend, Harry Houdini. 

Gratefully sharing his life are his girlfriend Monica Michalek of 

Chamberlain, his children Richard (Liza) of Crestview, Florida; 

Nicole (Jayson) of Pierre; Chanel of Pierre; 8 grandchildren, and 2 

great grandchildren; His siblings Dan (Judy) of Sioux Falls; Dick 

(Joann) of Mitchell; Nancy of Sioux Falls; Cindy (Tom) of Ft Pierre; 

Annette (Heath) of Kimball; Scott (Emy) of Las Vegas; and many 

nieces and nephews he cared for as his own.  

Proceeding his death were his parents Wayne and Betty; 

grandparents Ed and Naomi Schooler, and William and Esther Ellis. 

 


