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o \ Franklin Williams, affectionately known as "Frank”, was born on
% ' March 20, 1933, in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, to the late

James Russell Williams and Florence Williams. He was the
. #  cherished middle child among three brothers—James, Clyde Sr.,
"4 and Edward "Billy" Williams.

W Franklin peacefully departed from this life on October 18, 2025,
. leaving behind a legacy of love, dedication, and quiet strength
that will forever live in the hearts of those who knew him.

Growing up in Rocky Mount, Franklin attended Booker T. Washington High
School, where he graduated in 1951 with pride and purpose. He nurtured his
faith at Calvary Baptist Church, where he was baptized in the Tar River of
Rocky Mount. His love for God remained steadfast throughout his life, and he
often expressed his personal mottos: "God is the answer. We can't live without
Him—and I never will.", and his second motto was “You can’t trust nobody not
even yourself, and God is the only one that you can trust in”.

Shortly after high school, Franklin answered the call to serve his country by
enlisting in the United States Army Air Forces. During his honorable service,
he attained the rank of Private First Class (PFC), and received the National
Defense Service, Korean Service, and the United Nations Service Medals,
exemplifying integrity, commitment, and discipline—values that guided him
throughout his life.

After completing his military service, Franklin relocated to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, where his life truly began to blossom. It was there that he
reunited with his childhood friend and the love of his life, Doretha—
affectionately known to him as "Ree”. The two were united in holy matrimony
in 1959, building a beautiful life together rooted in love, faith, and family. Their
union was blessed with three wonderful children: Gregory, Dorothea, and
Sandra.

In a beautiful twist of family ties, two brothers married two sisters, making their
children not just cousins, but double cousins who shared an especially close
bond.

That same year, Franklin began his career with The Great Atlantic & Pacific
Tea Company (A&P), where he worked faithfully for 25 years. He took great
pride in his work and was admired for his reliability, humility, and quiet
leadership. After retiring Frank pursued his passion for helping others by
returning to the workforce, working for G. Cabin Home Furnishers for 17 years.

Franklin was known for his generous heart and his love for his community. He
adored his neighbors and could often be seen cleaning the block or lending a
helping hand to anyone in need. His passion for people showed through
everything he did. He truly loved everybody.
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Franklin found his greatest joy in family. He was a devoted husband, father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather who delighted in spending time with those
he loved most. He took pride in his children and grandchildren
accomplishments, always offering words of encouragement, laughter, and love.
He was an excellent husband for 50 years to his beloved late wife, Doretha
“Ree”, who preceded him in death in 2010.

Franklin was truly the last man standing—the only living family member,
sibling, neighbor, friend and coworker of his generation. Through it all, he
carried the memories, stories, and spirit of those who came before him with
quiet pride and unwavering strength.

Frank had a few simple yet joyful activities that he loved. He enjoyed taking
long walks, often covering five miles a day. In his words, "50 blocks a day" to
stay active and clear his mind Sundays held a special place in his heart; he
loved cooking delicious soul food for his family, filling the house with the
comforting aroma of home-cooked meals. Fridays were dedicated to his
favorite treat salmon cakes, a tradition he eagerly anticipated each week. Frank
also had a fondness for watching game shows and trying his luck with the
lottery and scratch-offs, always maintaining a playful spirit. Music was another
great source of pleasure for him; nothing made him smile more than listening
to classic Motown hits, which reminded him of good times and great company.

He leaves to cherish his loving memory, his children: son Gregory and
daughters Dorothea and Sandra; five cherished granddaughters—Chonta’,
Sheena, LaToya, Keyannah, and Dominique; and one precious great-
granddaughter, Leah. He also leaves behind a host of nieces, nephews, cousins,
extended family members, neighbors, and dear friends who will forever
remember his warmth, wisdom, and steadfast faith.

Though Franklin has departed from this earthly life, his spirit will continue to
shine brightly through the love he shared and the many lives he touched. His
legacy of strength, faith, and kindness will live on for generations to come.
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