Footprints
One night | had a dream. | was walking along the
beach with the LORD. Across the sky flashed scenes
from my life. For each scene, | noticed two sets of
footprints in the sand, one was mine, and the other
was the LORD’s. When the last scene of my life
flashed before me, | looked back at the footprints
in the sand, and, to my surprise, | noticed that
many times along the path of my life there was
only one set of footprints. | also noticed that it
happened at the very lowest and saddest times in
my life. | asked the Lord about it: “LORD, you said
that once | decided to follow you, you would walk
with me all the way. But | have noticed that during
the most troublesome times in my life, there is only
one set of footprints. | don’t understand why you
left my side when | needed you most.” The LORD
replied, “My precious, precious child, | love you and
| would never leave you. During your times of trial
and suffering, when you saw only one set of

footprints, it was then that | carried you.”

In Loving Memory of

Joyce A. Schomp

August 25, 1950 ~ April 20, 2025

Funeral Service
United Church of Christ
Chamberlain, SD
10:30 a.m., Thursday, April 24, 2025

Officiating
Pastor MaKaela Randall

Casketbearers
Hadley M. Schomp
Sadie L. Schomp
Dailynn K. Schomp
Josclynn A. Schomp
Hayes B. Schomp
Bristol B. Moeller
Berkeley J. Moeller

Interment
Riverview Cemetery
Chamberlain, SD

The family invites everyone for lunch & fellowship
in the church basement immediately following the
committal services.

Arrangements By: Hickey Funeral Home, Chamberlain, SD



Joyce A. Schomp, passed away peacefully on April 20, 2025. Born on August
25, 1950, in Martin, SD, to Jack and Ramona Cook, Joyce lived a life filled with
love, purpose, and a deep dedication to her family, her students, and her
community.

Joyce grew up in Hay Springs, NE, where she graduated high school in 1968.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from Chadron State
College in 1972. That same year, she married her childhood classmate and
lifelong love, Steve Schomp, after his return from the Navy. Together, they raised
three children—Judd, Thad, and Brooke—and built a life grounded in support,
laughter, and love. Steve preceded her in death in January of this year.

Joyce began her teaching career in a one-room country school in Nebraska before
dedicating over 35 years to Lower Brule Elementary School. She wasn’t just a
teacher—she was a mentor, a guide, and a light in the lives of hundreds of
students. Her former students often share stories of how her care, patience, and
belief in them shaped the course of their lives. Teaching wasn’t just her
profession—it was her calling.

A gifted trumpet player, Joyce was proud to have marched on the Husker field
and was honored with the John Philip Sousa Award—an achievement later
echoed by her daughter Brooke, a moment that brought her immense pride. She
was also known for her talents in sewing, especially rodeo outfits bright enough
to spot from the stands and the beautiful quilts she crafted with love. She was
always creating, always giving, always encouraging.

Joyce had the patience of a Saint. (I think it was because she had to raise two
boys.)

Her love and support for her children never wavered, whether it was hauling them
to 4-H, FFA events, rodeos, or making sure they had every opportunity to chase
their dreams. Her humor, wisdom, and stories—Ilike the time she was on a trip
with her Uncle and was so disappointed to find the Golden Gate Bridge wasn’t
actually golden—will be remembered and retold for generations.

Joyce is survived by her children: Judd Schomp of Martin, SD, and his daughters
Hadley and Sadie Schomp and son Thad Schomp and his wife Devan, of Elkton,
SD, and their children Dailynn, Josclynn, and Hayes Schomp; daughter Brooke
Moeller and her husband Doug, of Pukwana, SD, and their daughters Bristol and
Berkeley Moeller; a brother Russel Cook and daughter Heather (Dave) Serpa,
Nathan (Lydia) Cook, Heath (Alicia) Cook and their children; and a sister, Velda
McPhail and son Travis McPhail. She is also survived by many extended family
members, dear friends, and generations of students whose lives she touched with
kindness and care.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Jack and Ramona Cook and her
husband, Steve Schomp.

Though our hearts ache at her passing, we find peace in knowing she is reunited
with her beloved Steve, sharing stories and music once again. Her love lives on
in her children, grandchildren, and all who were lucky enough to know her.

The family invites all who knew and loved her to share memories in her honor.
Her legacy of love, laughter, and lifelong learning will never be forgotten.
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