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S h i r l e y  M a e  K i t c h e n  w a s  b o r n  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,
1 9 4 6 ,  i n  A u g u s t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  t o  F e r m a n  a n d  R u t h
S a n d e r s  F e w .  S h e  w a s  t h e  s e c o n d  o l d e s t  o f  s i x
c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t o  t h i s  u n i o n .  S h e  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n
S u n d a y ,  J u l y  5 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a .

S h i r l e y  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y  r e l o c a t e d  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a
w h e n  s h e  w a s  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d ,  a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e
T e n d e r l o i n  D i s t r i c t ,  n o w  k n o w n  a s  N o r t h e r n
L i b e r t i e s .

T h e  h e a r t  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  h e r
a d o l e s c e n t  y e a r s .  A s  t h e  s e c o n d  o l d e s t ,  a n d  t h e
o l d e s t  g i r l ,  s h e  h a d  a  c h a r g e  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  o t h e r s .
H e r  m o t h e r ,  R u t h ,  h e l d  h e r  t o  a  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d
c o m p a r e d  t o  h e r  s i b l i n g s  w h i c h  i n s t i l l e d  a  s e n s e  o f
g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

H e r  C h r i s t i a n  w a l k  b e g a n  e a r l y  i n  l i f e  t h r o u g h
f a i t h f u l  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  c h u r c h ,  B i b l e  s t u d y ,  a n d
S u n d a y  S c h o o l .  A t  1 1 ,  s h e  b e c a m e  a  “ P i o n e e r  G i r l ”
t h r o u g h  a  l o c a l  m i n i s t r y  w h e r e  s h e  l e a r n e d  t h e
b o o k s  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  A t  1 3 ,  s h e  w a s  b a p t i z e d  a t  C h r i s t
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  b y  R e v e r e n d  B e n j a m i n  J o h n s o n .
T h e s e  c o r e  v a l u e s  c o m p e l l e d  S h i r l e y  t o  l i v e  h e r  l i f e
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s :  f a i t h ,  c o u r a g e ,
s e r v i c e ,  a n d  l o v e .

S h i r l e y  b e l i e v e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  S h e  m a t r i c u l a t e d
t h r o u g h  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  S y s t e m ;  s h e
w a s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  A n t i o c h  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  a
b a c c a l a u r e a t e  o f  A r t s ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  S h e  o b t a i n e d  m a n y
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t h r o u g h  T e m p l e  U n i v e r s i t y .

S h i r l e y  r a i s e d  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  h e r  y o u n g e r
b r o t h e r ,  P e t e .  A s  a  d e v o t e d  s i n g l e  m o t h e r ,  s h e  w a s
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  a n d  l o v i n g  h o m e  f o r
h e r  f a m i l y .  S h e  t a u g h t  h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  w o r k  h a r d ,  t o
b e  d e p e n d a b l e ,  a n d  t o  b e  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  s o m e o n e
e l s e .  I n  S h i r l e y ’ s  w o r l d ,  i f  y o u  a r r i v e d  o n  t i m e ,  y o u
w e r e  a l r e a d y  l a t e .  S h e  e n j o y e d  b a k i n g  a n d  r e g u l a r l y
m a d e  p o u n d  c a k e s  a n d  b i s c u i t s  f r o m  s c r a t c h .  S h e
a l s o  l o v e d  b o a r d  g a m e s ,  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  s p e n t
c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  p l a y i n g  M o n o p o l y ,  S c r a b b l e ,  a n d
h e r  f a v o r i t e ,  “ F a m i l y  F e u d . ”

S h e  w a s  a l s o  a  f e r v e n t  s p o r t s  f a n .  A s  a  y o u n g
m o t h e r ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t  a  c a r ,  S h i r l e y  u s e d  p u b l i c
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t a k e  h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  w a t c h  R o l l e r
D e r b y  a n d  w r e s t l i n g  a t  t h e  o l d  K i n g  A r e n a  i n  W e s t
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h e  f a m i l y  a l s o  r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d e d
S i x e r s  g a m e s  a t  t h e  S p e c t r u m .  S h e  e n j o y e d  f o o t b a l l ,
b a s k e t b a l l ,  a n d  b a s e b a l l  g a m e s  w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  s h e  l o v e d  t r a v e l i n g  a n d  d i n i n g  o u t  w i t h
h e r  d a u g h t e r s .
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B e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e ,  S h i r l e y  w a s
g a i n f u l l y  e m p l o y e d  a s  a  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  w i t h
P h i l a d e l p h i a  C o u n t y  a n d  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f
C o n s t i t u e n t  S e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  S h i r l e y  w a s  f i r s t  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e
P e n n s y l v a n i a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  1 9 8 7 ,
s h e  w e n t  o n  t o  w i n  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a
S t a t e  S e n a t e  i n  1 9 9 6 ,  w h e r e  s h e  s e r v e d  f i v e
t e r m s  b e f o r e  r e t i r i n g  i n  2 0 1 6 .  

A s  t h e  s e c o n d  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  w o m a n  t o  s e r v e
i n  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  w o m a n  s e n a t o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f
h e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  S h i r l e y  b u i l t  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a
c h a m p i o n  f o r  t h e  “ l i t t l e  g u y . ”  H e r  l e g i s l a t i v e
r e c o r d  r e f l e c t e d  h e r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e x p a n d i n g
a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  i m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  t o
p r e s c r i p t i o n  m e d i c a t i o n s  f o r  s e n i o r s ,  a n d
b r i n g i n g  s u p e r m a r k e t s  a n d  r e t a i l  d e v e l o p m e n t
t o  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  l o n g  a f f e c t e d  b y
d i s i n v e s t m e n t .

H e r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  w a s  g r o u n d e d  i n  t h e  s a m e
v a l u e s  t h a t  s h a p e d  h e r  f a m i l y  l i f e  a n d  f a i t h :
d i s c i p l i n e ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  c o u r a g e ,  a n d  a  d e e p
b e l i e f  i n  c o m m u n i t y .  S h e  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
l a u n c h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  M o t h e r s  a n d  D a u g h t e r s  D a y
e v e n t  a t  M u r r e l l  D o b b i n s  C a r e e r  a n d  T e c h n i c a l
H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  2 0 0 9 ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  h e r
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  C o m m u n i t y
E m p o w e r m e n t  G r o u p  w a s  f o r m a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d
i n  2 0 1 2 .

U n d e r  h e r  g u i d a n c e ,  t h e  M o t h e r s  a n d  D a u g h t e r s
D a y  C o n f e r e n c e  a s s i s t e d  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  w o m e n
a n d  g i r l s ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s p a c e  t o  b o n d ,  r e p a i r
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  c o m m i t  t o  m u t u a l  s u p p o r t .
S h i r l e y  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  B l a c k
W o m e n ’ s  H e a l t h  A l l i a n c e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r
d e c a d e s .

S h i r l e y ’ s  l e g a c y  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  h e r  a d v o c a c y  f o r
e q u a l  p a y ,  h e a l t h c a r e  a c c e s s ,  a  h i g h e r  m i n i m u m
w a g e ,  i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,
a n d  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  r e f o r m .  S h e  c o -  s p o n s o r e d
A c t  1 1 2 ,  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  e l i g i b l e  o f f e n d e r s  t o  s e e k
d r u g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  a n d  A c t  1 3 4 ,  w h i c h
p e r m i t t e d  e x p u n g e m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s .  S h e
a l s o  a u t h o r e d  e a r l y  d r a f t s  o f  w h a t  l a t e r  b e c a m e
k n o w n  a s  t h e  C l e a n  S l a t e  A c t ,  w h i c h
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s e a l s  s o m e  n o n -  v i o l e n t
c o n v i c t i o n s  a f t e r  1 0  y e a r s ,  h e l p i n g  r e m o v e
b a r r i e r s  t o  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  h o u s i n g .  

A l t h o u g h  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  s h e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n
H a r r i s b u r g  d i d  n o t  p a s s  d u r i n g  h e r  t e n u r e ,  t h e
C l e a n  S l a t e  A c t  b e c a m e  l a w  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n
2 0 1 8 ,  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  h e r  r e t i r e m e n t .



During her time in the Senate, Shirley served on

committees including Agriculture and Rural

Affairs, Public Health and Welfare,

Transportation, and Urban Affairs and Housing.

She also served as Minority Chairwoman of

Public Health and Welfare and was a member

of the Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus.

She established beloved traditions, including

attending the annual Police Thrill Show and the

Thanksgiving Day Parade. Shirley and her sister,

Mary, supported one another as single parents,

raising their children together and creating

bonds their families cherished. “Aunt Shirley”

was a consistent and loving presence in the

lives of her nieces, nephews and their children.

Shirley was a faithful member of From the

Heart Church Ministries of Philadelphia, under

the tutelage Pastor Emeritus Jeffrey Branson

and current Pastor Ruben Monmouth. There

she served as part of the Golden Hearts and

Political Affairs ministries until her passing.



Shirley leaves a legacy, a life devoted to lifting others,

strengthening families, and opening doors for

generations to come.

Shirley was preceded in death by her father, Ferman

Few; her mother, Ruth Few; her brother, Richard Few;

her sister, Vera Few; and her daughter, Veronica

“Ronnye” Kitchen.

Shirley is survived by her children: sons, Dwayne

Kitchen, and Henry Kitchen, Jr.; her daughters:

Shantelle Kitchen-Nelson (Daryl), and Vakiya Few; her

brother, Pete Few (Marsha); her sisters, Mary Ruth

Green and Sue Ann Thomas; her nieces, Velma Tymes

and Crystal Coleman; her nephews, Troy Few, Eric

McFadden, Maurice McFadden, Joshua Hale, and

Zachary Hale; her cousins, Maggie Jean Clay and

Michael Few; and a host of relatives and friends.
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ATTITUDE

By Charles Swindoll

"The longer I live, the more I realize the

impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to

me, is more important than facts. It is

more important than the past, than

education, than money, than

circumstances, than failures, than

successes, than what other people

think, say or do. It is more important

than appearance, giftedness or skill. It

will make or break a company... a

church... a home. The remarkable

thing is we have a choice every day

regarding the attitude we embrace for

that day. We cannot change our past...

we cannot change the fact that people

will act in a certain way. We cannot

change the inevitable. The only thing

we can do is play the one string we

have, and that is our attitude... I am

convinced that life is 10% what

happens to me and 90% how I react to

it. And so it is with you... we are in

charge of our Attitude.
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