
Diane Kay Sharping was born August 17, 1960 in Mitchell, SD, to Gene and Bet-

ty (Ries) Mathis. Diane was often referred to as “Annie” by her siblings. She 

was the fourth born of nine to the Mathis crew, Pat, Calvin, Pam, Julie, Mary, 

Karen, Wayne, and Brad. Diane grew up on a farm northwest of Mitchell, SD. 

In 1977, the Mathis Family moved to Kimball, SD preceding Diane’s senior 

year. This would be where she wed and had 4 children, Blaine, Lindsey, Heidi, 

and Megan on the farm northeast of Pukwana, SD.  

Diane managed Oasis Inn for 32 Years. She juggled everything as the manager 

to housekeeper to lawn care, and even sometimes maintenance. The Oasis Inn 

is where her children were taught the correct way to clean in a timely fash-

ion…and she checked!  She had a few different jobs after she left the Oasis Inn. 

Her most recent adventure was managing the Al’s Oasis Gift Shop.  She always 

enjoyed the people, which led her to many friends along the way.  

Through the years raising her 4 children, she was busy attending many gym-

nastics meets, track meets, rodeos, wrestling tournaments, football games, 

softball games, cheerleading, and basketball games. On road trips or heading 

home, if we were hungry and almost to our destination, Diane’s famous words 

were “have a drink of water or a piece of gum” to hold us over until we got 

there. 

Diane’s family and friends are truly what she enjoyed the most. She enjoyed 

going to all the grandkids events. She was blessed with 11 grandkids keeping 
her busy at basketball games, wrestling, gymnastics, baseball, football, con-

certs, and rodeos. She attended as many events as possible.  There have been 

many friends she has acquired over the years.  She enjoyed getting together for 

daiquiris with the girls and road trips.    

In her free time, you could catch her tending to her yard. Spring in bloom was 

her favorite time of year and the smell of a fresh cut grass…except for the 

snakes. She really, really disliked snakes! Her love of sunflowers is well-known 

among friends and family. Come Fall she would bake everything pumpkin! 

Even in her last moments, she kept her humor and reminded her children to 

behave and how much she loved them… It is never goodbye; it is until we meet 

again.  

It is raining and the sun is coming. 

Lovely remembered by her children: Son: Blaine (Jess) Sharping and their 2 

children Agustin and Tessa. Daughters: Lindsey (Trampus) Thompson and 

their 4 children Trinity, Truett, Truston, and Kassidy; Heidi (Casey) Raftevold 

and their 2 children Jayde and Riley; and Megan (Wes) Hickey and their 2 chil-

dren Rory and Rudy. Siblings Pat (Dean) Miller, Calvin Mathis, Pam (Greg) Pe-

tersen, Julie (Gerry) Picek, Mary (Kent) Hunter, Karen (Craig) Nedved, Wayne 

(Trudy) Mathis, and Brad (Terena) Mathis. Along with many nieces, nephews, 

and friends.     

Preceding her in death Gene and Betty Mathis (parents), Holly Petersen (niece) 

and Saylor May Raftevold (granddaughter). 

Diane Kay Sharping  
1960 - 2024 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the  Road  
rise up to meet you. 

 

May the Wind  
be always at your back. 

 

May the Sun  
shine warm upon your face; 

the rains fall soft upon your fields 

and until we meet again, 

 

May God Hold You  
in the palm of His hand  

In Loving Memory  

August 17, 1960 ~ May 15, 2024  

 

Scripture Service  

St. James Catholic Church  

Chamberlain, SD  

7:00 p.m., Monday, May 20, 2024 

 

Funeral Mass  

St. James Catholic Church  

Chamberlain, SD  

11:00 a.m., Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

 

Officiating  Music 

Father Randy Phillips  Linda Potter ~ Organist  

Deacon Maurice Barrett St. James Choir  

 

Readers  Gift Bearers 

Lorie Korzan  Diane’s Grandchildren 

Wayne Mathis  

 

Casketbearers  

Blaine Sharping Trampus Thompson 

Casey Raftevold Wes Hickey 

Calvin Mathis Wayne Mathis Brad Mathis 

 

Interment  

At A Later Date  

 

Please join the family in the church community center 

following the funeral services for lunch & fellowship.   


