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Cameron Foster 

Eric Tolbert Sr. 

Daniel Clark Dennis Plant, Jr. 

Shawn Cliett Brandon Tallart 

Jaylen Foster Bryan Tallart 

               Kyle Tallart  

 

                                    Nieces 
 

The family of the late Thelma Mae Edwards sincerely 
thank everyone for the expressions of love shown 
during her decline in health and transition.   
 
We thank God for the many friends who supported us 
throughout this journey with our loved one. Your 
prayers, phone calls, words of encouragement, cards, 
and inspiring messages that lifted our hearts. We are 
truly appreciative. God Bless You All.  
 

-The Family- 

Services Entrusted to 

Edwards Small Mortuary 
“Committed to Excellence” 

1011 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
(478) 825-8700 

https://www.edwardssmallmortuary.com 
 

 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 

I’m following the path God laid for me,  

I took His hand when I heard Him call;  

I turned my back and left it all.  

 

I could not stay another day,  

To laugh, to love, to work or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way; 

I found that place at the close of day. 

 

If my parting has left a void. 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss; 

Ah yes, these things, I too will miss. 

 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much; 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my time seems all to brief;  

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me,  

God wanted me now, He set me free.  
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL 

MUSICAL SELECTION 
“SPIRIT FALL DOWN” 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
OLD & NEW TESTAMENT 

PASTOR VANNETT WRIGHT 

 

PRAYER 

ASSISTANT PASTOR AKIVA LEWIS 

 

HOMER WALKER 

JOHN MCGHEE 

 

MUSICAL SELECTION 

“YOU FIGHT ON” 

 

EULOGY 

BISHOP BENJAMIN TOLBERT 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

EDWARDS SMALL MORTUARY STAFF 

 

RECESSIONAL 

“WIND BENEATH MY WINGS” 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

INTERNMENT 
Willow Lake Memorial Gardens 

1854 Willow Lake Road 

Fort Valley, Georgia 31030 

Mrs. Thelma Mae Edwards, 74, of Fort Valley, Georgia, peacefully entered eternal 

rest on Tuesday, June 30, 2026, at Brightmoor Hospice.  

Born on August 9, 1951, in Crawford County, Georgia, Thelma was the beloved 

daughter of the late Ruby Hicks Clark. She was also preceded in death by her three 

sisters, Carolyn Cliett, Brenda Clark, and Lavern Thorpe; two nephews, Darrell 

Cliett and Timothy Causey; one niece, Sheila Powell; one great-nephew, Malcolm 

Causey; father-in-law, A.J. Edwards Sr.; mother-in-law, Zodie Edwards; and 

brother-in-law, Alfred Edwards. 

Thelma was a devoted servant of God and a faithful member of Spring Hill 

Community Church of the Living God in Byron, Georgia. Her unwavering faith 

was evident in both her words and her actions. She often declared, "I have been 
working for Jesus a long time, and I ain't tired yet. God has been so good to 
me."Those who knew her understood that these were not simply words. They were 

the testimony of a life fully devoted to Christ. 

For many years, Thelma faithfully served as a choir member and financial officer 

at her church, where she received numerous honors and awards in recognition of 

her dedicated service. Blessed with a remarkable voice, singing was one of her 

greatest ministries. Whether leading favorites such as "Lily in the Valley," "Count 

Your Many Blessings,"  "Do Lord Remember Me," and “Spirit Fall Down”. She 

inspired congregations and often had worshippers on their feet, praising God 

through songs. 

A proud graduate of Crawford County Comprehensive High School, Thelma 

dedicated 35 years of service to Blue Bird Body Company before retiring on 

December 15, 2016. Her strong work ethic, dependability, and kindness left a 

lasting impression on her coworkers and everyone who knew her. 

On April 15, 1995, Thelma married the love of her life, Andrew Jackson Edwards, 

Jr. Their love story spanned more than 45 years, beginning with their courtship and 

continuing throughout their marriage. One of the most cherished memories of their 

wedding day was when Thelma serenaded Andrew. She sung the song “Wind 

beneath my wings” before her wedding vows. It was a beautiful reflection of the love 

and joy they shared throughout their lives. 

Although Thelma had no biological children, she lovingly embraced the role of 

"second mother" to many of her nieces and nephews. She nurtured them with 

wisdom, encouraged them in their faith, and made sure they always felt protected, 

supported, and deeply loved. Her legacy is one of unwavering faith, selfless love, 

and steadfast devotion to both God and family. 

She leaves to cherish her precious memories her devoted husband, Andrew J. 

Edwards, Jr.; her sisters and brothers-in-law, Emma Causey, Alice (Bishop 

Benjamin) Tolbert, and Linda (Frank) Tallart; her brothers and sisters-in-law, 

Homer (Ann) Walker, Leon (Jackie) Clark Jr., John (Linda) Clark, and Fletcher 

(Rosa Lee) Clark; sisters-in-law, Dianne Rutherford, Cassandra Cotton, and Arita 

Edwards, along with a host of beloved nieces, nephews, cousins, extended family 

members, church family, and dear friends. 

Though she will be deeply missed, Thelma's legacy of faith, love, service, and joyful 

praise will continue to live on in the hearts of all who were blessed to know her. 
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