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“This is the Day that the Lord has made; we 

will rejoice and be glad in it.”  Psalm 118:24 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Remembrance of Baptism 

P In Holy Baptism Marcella Mae Johnson was clothed with the 

robe of Christ’s righteousness that covered all her sin.  

     St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a 

death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a 

resurrection like His. 

 

Psalm 118 

Out of my distress I called | on the LORD;* 

 the LORD answered me and | set me free. 

It is better to take refuge | in the LORD* 

 than to | trust in man. 

It is better to take refuge | in the LORD* 

 than to trust in | princes. 

I was pushed hard, so that I was | falling,* 

 but the LORD | helped me. 

Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the | righteous:* 

 “The right hand of the LORD does | valiantly, 

the right hand of the | LORD exalts,* 

 the right hand of the LORD does | valiantly!” 

I shall not die, but | I shall live,* 

 and recount the deeds | of the LORD. 

Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 



 that I may enter through them and give thanks | to the LORD. 

This is the gate | of the LORD;* 

 the righteous shall enter | through it. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

I know that my Redeemer lives 

Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in 

a book! That they were engraved on a rock with an iron pen and 

lead, forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall 

stand at the last on the earth. And after my skin is destroyed, this 

I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for 

myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my 

heart yearns within me! 

 

I am the resurrection and the life 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 

in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 

and believes in me shall never die.” 

 

Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 

 From where does my | help come? 

My help comes | from the LORD,* 

 who made | heav’n and earth. 

He will not let your | foot be moved;* 

 he who keeps you will not | slumber. 

Behold, he who keeps | Israel* 

 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your | keeper;* 

 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 

The sun shall not strike | you by day,* 

 nor the | moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all | evil;* 

 he will | keep your life. 



The LORD will keep your going out and your | coming in* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 
 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Text: Public domain 

 

The pastor stands at the head of the casket.  



 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, by Your three-day rest in the tomb You 

hallowed the graves of all who believe in You, promising 

resurrection to our mortal bodies. Bless T this grave that the 

body of our sister may sleep here in peace until You awaken 

her to glory, when she will see You face to face and know the 

splendor of the eternal God, for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Grain of wheat John 12:23–26 

 
23

And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. 
24

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, 

it bears much fruit. 
25

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 

hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26

If anyone 

serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my 

servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 

The perishable is raised imperishable 1 Corinthians 15:42–49 

 
42

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 
43

It is sown in 

dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised 

in power. 
44

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 
45

Thus it 

is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 

Adam became a life-giving spirit. 
46

But it is not the spiritual that 

is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 
47

The first man was 

from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 
48

As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, 

and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 
49

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall 

also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

 



Changed in the twinkling of an eye 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 

 
51

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed, 
52

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 

the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
53

For this 

perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 

body must put on immortality. 
54

When the perishable puts on the 

imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall 

come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55

“O death, where is your victory? 

 O death, where is your sting?” 
56

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
57

But 

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

We grieve in hope 1 Thessalonians 4:13–17 

 
13

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 

those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who 

have no hope. 
14

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 

have fallen asleep. 
15

For this we declare to you by a word from 

the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 

the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16

For the 

Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 

with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet 

of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17

Then we who are 

alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with 

the Lord. 
 

744 Amazing Grace sts. 1–5 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

    Was blind but now I see! 

 



2 The Lord has promised good to me, 

    His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

    As long as life endures. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

    I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 

    His grace will lead me home. 

 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

    And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

    Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

    Than when we’d first begun. 
 

Sermon -  The Victory is Now 
 

 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 



  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

P We now commit the body of our sister Marcella to the 

ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure 

and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly bodies so that 

they will be like His glorious body, by the power that enables 

Him to subdue all things to Himself. 

 

The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he 
says: 

 

P May God the Father, who created this body; may God the T 

Son, who by His blood redeemed this body; may God the 

Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified this body to be 

His temple, keep these remains to the day of the resurrection 

of all flesh. 

C Amen. 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You 

destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You sanctified the 

graves of Your saints, and by His bodily resurrection You 

brought life and immortality to light so that all who die in 

Him abide in peace and hope. Receive our thanks for the 

victory over death and the grave that He won for us. Keep us 

in everlasting communion with all who wait for Him on earth 

and with all in heaven who are with Him, for He is the 

resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P Let us go forth in peace, in the name of the Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against 
such there is no law. 

 

 
1 Kings 2:2-3 

(David’s instructions to his son, Solomon) “I go the way of all the 
earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man. And keep 

the charge of the LORD your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His 
statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, 

as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all 
that you do and wherever you turn. 



 
Psalm 105:4 

Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face evermore! 
 


