
Arend Wayne Vander Laan 

was the first child born to  

Gertrude (Vander Wal) and  

John A Vander Laan on May 22, 

1935. 
 

Wayne married Shirley Anna 

Aberle on April 30 1965 on the 

family farm with an intimate  

ceremony consisting of a few 

family and friends.  Shortly after 

they were married Wayne and Shirley moved to a farm just northwest of 

the Vander Laan farm. At their new farm they welcomed a beautiful baby 

girl, Carla Kay (Oct. 25 1965). Although they had no running water, they 

had a home filled with love.   
 

In the spring of 1966 they purchased a farm west of Mound City where he 

resided the remainder of his life. While starting his agricultural endeavor 

they welcomed their second and third children, Trenton Wayne (Sept. 11 

1966) and Tobey John (November 1, 1967).  During his many years of 

hard work and exploration of farming, Wayne found his love for the land.  

His sentiment for farm animals ranged from pigs, horses, chickens, and of 

course milk cows. On March 2, 1974 the arrival of their last born Amber 

Lee completed the Vander Laan family.   
 

Wayne spent the majority of his life working hard on the farm but on  

occasion he would pull out his electric guitar and serenade his family with 

some old country twang. He loved to play dominoes and card games with 

the family and always gave his opinion on the latest crop reports.  
 

When Wayne decided to “slow down” at the age of 65 he started the  

Renegade auto business which kept him busy for about 15 years.  He  

decided he was not busy enough, and wanted a good quality snack, so 

Wild Dutchman Seeds was born in Shirley’s kitchen in 2002. When 

Shirley demanded her kitchen back Wayne moved into the retired milk 

barn with homemade equipment.  The business grew with his persistence 

and became a family corporation with a new seed factory in 2006. 
 

Wayne is survived by his wife Shirley of 56 years.  His children Carla K 

Becker (Lonnie) of Laramie, WY, Trenton (Roxanne) of Omaha, NE,  

Tobey (Sandra) of Mound City, SD, Amber Brandner (Chris) of  

Piedmont, SD.  His sister Maebel Nieuwsma of Herreid SD, his sister in 

law Peggy Vander Laan, his sister in law Lucille Aberle of California,  

12 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 
 

He was preceded in death by his parents, his brother Virgil Vander Laan, 

D a t e  o f  S e r v i c e  

T i m e  o f  S e r v i c e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Vander Laan  
May 22, 1935 ~ November 23, 2021 



The Day God Called You Home 

 

God looked around his Garden And found an empty place. 

He then looked down upon his earth and saw your loving face. 

He put his arms around you and lifted you to rest. 

His Garden must be beautiful, he always takes the best. 

He knew that you were suffering, he knew you were in pain. 

And knew that you would never get well on earth again. 

He saw your path was difficult, he closed your tired eyes, 

He whispered to you “Peace Be Thine”  and gave you wings to fly. 

When we saw you sleeping so calm and free of pain, 

We would not wish you back to earth to suffer once again. 

You’ve left us precious memories, your love will be our guide, 

You live on through your children, you’re always by our side. 

It broke our hearts to lose you, but you did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you the day God called you home. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

Arend Wayne Vander Laan 
86 Years ~ 6 Months ~ 1 Day 

           BORN:                                    PASSED AWAY:                   

      May 22, 1935                               November 23, 2021 

       Rural Pollock, South Dakota             Mobridge, South Dakota 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES: 

10:00 AM, Saturday, November 27, 2021 

Hope Reformed Church 

Westfield, North Dakota 
 

CLERGY:  

Pastor Shawn Abbas 

OBITUARY:  

Shellby Schlomer 

POEM: 

Jenna Vander Laan 

VIOLINIST: 

Jewel Mosset 

PIANIST:  

Curt Melland 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  

Dean, Carter, Cody, Austin, Tyler & Parker Vander Wal  

“Meet Me There”  

SPECIAL RECORDINGS:  

Trace Adkins: “My Heaven” ~ “You’re Gonna Miss This” 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: 

“Amazing Grace”  

USHERS: 

Lonnie Becker ~ Chris Brandner ~ Jon Schlomer 

CASKETBEARERS: 

Hannah Brandner ~ Dallas Vander Laan ~ Blaise Becker  

Brooks Brandner ~ Austin Aberle ~ Kaili Aberle  

Megan Vander Laan ~ Mandi Vander Laan 

HONORARY CASKETBEARERS: 

Shellby Schlomer ~ Jenna Vander Laan 
 

INTERMENT: 

Dale Cemetery 


